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FREEDOM from persecution, 
from fear, from want, from bondage 








You AND I ENJOY THESE FREEDOMS—and we cherish 
the most important freedom of all: the freedom to worship God 
according to the dictates of our own consciences. That any group 
would conspire to deny this freedom to others may seem too fan- 
tastic to be true. That there are men right here in America who 
are denied this freedom may seem unbelievable. But the facts 
prove that it is true. 


THESE ARE THE UNDENIABLE FACTS 


© Priests who leave the Church of Rome are persecuted—by 
slander; by pressure brought to bear on their families and 
friends to banish them; and, in South America and Europe, 
by physical violence. 


© Priests who leave the Roman Catholic Church live in fear. 
They know by observation that to break them Rome will com- 
mand all of her powerful social, economic and political forces. 


@ Priests who leave the Church of Rome are victims of a 
calculated effort to prevent them from earning a livelihood. 
Many employers will not hire a man who indicates that he 
has been a former priest. Seldom does the former priest have 
any private funds or clothes. With no place to go, he lives 
in want. 


@ Priests who have told their superiors of their desire to 
leave the Church have sometimes been forcibly restrained. 
Some have been committed to Roman Catholic hospitals and 
mental institutions from which release is almost impossible. 
More terrifying than physical bondage are the threats of 
purgatory and hell which are used to hold them in spiritual 
bondage. 


. as many as the Lord our God shall call ACTS 2:39 


Today in all parts of the world, Roman Catholic priests are 
leaving the Church. The reasons they give for leaving reveal 
their spiritual and intellectual search for the truth. 


@ They are disillusioned with practices inconsistent with 
Scripture 


@ They have discovered serious errors in the theological 
dogma of the Roman Catholic Church 


This building will be 
used for the 
former-priest center 





They have recognized that salvation by works is a mockery 
They have witnessed the evils of a totalitarian hierarchy 


@ They have been shocked by political and moral corruption 
within the Church 


Our help is in the name of the Lord PSALM 124:8 





Another Big Step Forward 









Through a specialized 
program of rehabilitation, 
Christ’s Mission is helping 
many former priests dis- 
cover a new way of life— 
a life of physical and spir- 
itual freedom. The Mis- 
sion provides counsel and 
advice in practical and 
spiritual matters. Often 
we shelter, feed and clothe 
men who have just left 
the church and have no 
means of support. Many 
men are helped to find work. Travel and medical expenses are 
provided in emergencies. If the former priest is converted and 
feels called to serve God in the Protestant ministry, financial 
assistance is extended to enable him to attend a school or semi- 
nary. Spiritual help and guidance is a primary and integral part 
of the program of assistance. Christ’s Mission has helped over 
600 former priests. 


PRIESTS ARE LEAVING IN GREATER NUMBERS 


Today the opportunities are greater than they have ever 
been in our 75 years of service. More and more priests are resign- . 
ing and appealing to us for assistance. We are receiving these 
requests from all over America and many other parts of the 
world. This is especially true in South America, where persecu- 
tion is bitter against defectors. Priests tell us that many more 
would leave if they had a place of refuge. 


DUGAN CENTER BEING ESTABLISHED 


Because of this increasing need, and as a result of long and 
prayerful consideration, Christ’s Mission is establishing a center 
for ex-priests. This center will enable us to provide a more com- 
plete and integrated program of rehabilitation. A special com- 
mittee of experts in the field of education, business, guidance, 
health and theology will meet with the former priests and help 
them work out the many problems they face. They will have the 
help of our job placement program and will receive spiritual and 
material aid. Throughout their period of readjustment they will 
be living with men who understand and sympathize with their 
problems. Rev. Frank F. Payas, a Roman Catholic priest for 20 
years and a Protestant pastor for 10 years, has been appointed 
supervisor of the center. 


WE MUST ACT AT ONCE 


A property, ideal for this center, has been offered to Christ’s 
Mission by a wonderful Christian family at a fraction of its actu- 
al value. The Board of Trustees have voted to purchase this 
property and establish the Dugan Center at once. Prayer and 
the open door of opportunity have convinced them it is the 
Lord’s ‘leading. They have authorized a financial appeal of 
$70,000 to purchase the property and establish the ex-priest center. 


WE WILL NEED THE GENEROUS HELP OF FRIENDS 


We appeal to readers because 
we believe that you will support 
this act of faith. May we ask you 
to give both generously and sacri- 
fically that we may be enabled to 
assist more priests in their search 
for freedom. ; 

You will want to have an im- ~7 
portant part in making this center © 
a reality. Please pray about this 3o 
carefully and, as soon as you can, 
send your contribution to us. We 
are sure you will stand by us in 
this hour of urgency. 





The business and magazine 
will occupy this building 





Rev. F. Payas 
extends welcome 


Dr. Walter M. Montaio, Executive Director 
Rev. Frank Payas, Supervisor, Dugan Center 


CHRIST’S MISSION, 27 East 22nd Street 
New York 10, New York 


Liberty and Justice 


Tyranny would be invincible, were 
it to succeed in destroying with its 
name the idea of right, in creating 
silence in the world in regard to 
right. It endeavors at least to ap- 
proach that absolute term, and to 
lessen, by all the means of violence 
and corruption, the expression of 
justice. As long as a just soul remains, 
with boldness of speech, despotism is 
restless, troubled, fearing that eter- 
nity is conspiring against it. The rest 
is indifferent, or at least alarms it but 
little. Do you appeal to arms against 
it? It is but a battle. To a riot? It is 
but a matter of police. Violence is of 
time, right is heaven-born . . . 


Mi Every servant of liberty must claim 
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LENDING NEIGHBOR 


Your magazine is quite new to me. 
One of your subscribers, a dear friend 
of mine, has been lending me her 
magazine to read. 

Mrs. P.A., Nebr. 


SUBSCRIBE FOR OUR FRIENDS 


I want to tell you that we enjoy 
your magazine very much and wish 
every Protestant home in America 
could receive this magazine. It’s time 
for America to wake up and cry out 
against some of the devilish tricks of 
the Roman Church. Keep up the good 
work and may God bless you in this 
wonderful ministry. As soon as we are 
able we will subscribe for all of our 
friends. 

W.D.H., Texas 


FOR RESEARCH 


Recently I came across some copies 
of the past four months’ issues of the 
CONVERTED’ CATHOLIC, and I enjoyed 
them tremendously. I am wondering if 
you would happen to have any back 
copies of the magazine, prior to Janu- 
ary 1956. If you do, I would be most 
deeply appreciative to have a single 
copy of each edition. I think I will 
have the copies bound into a permanent 
binding and turn them over to one of 
our Bible Colleges for research pur- 
poses. 

Rev. T. MeN., Ala. 


A WORD 


Just a word to let you know we are 
enjoying the copies of the CONVERTED 
CATHOLIC magazine which we have re- 
ceived. I am sending an order for one 
year’s subscription to the magazine. 


J.W., Conn. 


“QUESTION MARK" ENJOYED 


My husband and I have enjoyed 
CONVERTED CATHOLIC for several years 
now—especially the recent “Question 
Mark.” 

Mrs. J.W.H. Texas 


ENVELOPE NOT WANTED 


We feel that we cannot afford to be 
without the CONVERTED CATHOLIC. Its 
timeliness enables us to read the news 
about the designs of the Roman Catho- 
lic Church before it appears in the 
newspapers. We appreciate your im- 
proved magazine and do not wish our 
copy enclosed in an envelope because 
we live in a predominantly Roman 
Catholic town which has a Roman 
Catholic postmaster and Roman Catho- 
lic employees. We hope some of these 
people will be led by the Holy Spirit 
to open the CONVERTED CATHOLIC out of 
curiosity and read it. We remember 
Christ’s Mission in our prayers. 

C.W.S., Calif. 


Dedication of 
Dugan Center 


Speaker — 
DR. CLYDE TAYLOR 


! OPEN HOUSE... 
: All Welcome . . . Refreshments 


SEA CLIFF, L. I. 
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HIGH PRAISE 


Yesterday I was given several old 
issues of the CONVERTED CATHOLIC 
magazine by my minister. I read one 
issue and am convinced that I should 
hunt out all the back issues and read 
them. I cannot praise too highly the 
editorial quality of. the material and 
the truth expounded. 

W.G.B., Ill. 


SINCERE PRAISE 


I love your magazine and enjoy the 
wonderful way in which you deal with 
God’s Word. It is so plain that as the 
Scripture declares, a wayfaring man, 
though a fool, can understand it. I 
read it and pass it on either to friends 
in my community or by mail to others. 
I would to God it could be placed in 
every home in the world, Protestant 
and Catholic. May God bless every 
effort you put forth for the further- 
ance of His kingdom. 


Mrs. M.B.P., Canada 


My first copy of the CONVE 
CATHOLIC came today. I am alrea¢ 
reading it with great interest. I am § 
years of age and the experiences I’ 
had with Catholics are many. 


Mrs. G.E.N., Tex 


SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASS GIVES 


Enclosed with this letter is a chee 
a gift to help you carry on your wo 
from our young men’s Sunday Scha 
class. Each week we give a portion 
our money for mission work and 
want to include you with the others. 

Some time ago Rev. Kieda spoke 
our church. My Catholic sweetheaj 
heard him and soon afterwards ga 
her heart to Christ. We want you 


' know we pray for all of you and 


mire you for the way you serve yo 
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. M 
God bless you and keep you under 
guidance always. 
R.B., Ii 


PROTESTANT FEAR 


We appreciate at least in a small 
way what you are trying to do for 
Protestant America. It seems to 
extremely difficult to arouse people t 
the dangers that lie ahead. Recently 
we tried to get a date for one of your 
former priests to come and speak if 
our church, but one of the pasto 
thought it would not be a good idea for 
it might cause friction among some 
families. (We have many mixed ma 
riages.) We reminded him of the many 
young people we are losing every year 
to Catholicism. He admitted that this 
is a problem that will have to bh 
solved. As we are getting a new senior 
pastor in a few weeks, we will try 
again! 

W.F.P., Wise, 


ANOTHER CONVERTED CATHOLIC 


I certainly enjoy your magazine and 
want to commend you for the great 
work you are doing. I am the mother 
of two small children. I joined the 
Roman Catholic Church of my own 
free will before I was married, ak 
though my husband had said he would 
marry me no matter what I was. I had 
to be in the Catholic Church to have 
my eyes opened. 

By the grace of God I was able t 
leave it and join a Bible-preaching 
church. My children, a girl and a boy, 
go with me, even though my Catholi¢ 
in-laws live down the street and the 
Catholic church is two doors from my 
house. They say it is the children’s 
birthright to be Catholic. 

When I first left the Catholic Church, 
my husband made life miserable fo 
me, but the worse he treated me the 
more miserable he felt. I’m glad T 
stayed and I still look forward to the 
day when he too will be saved. I 
wouldn’t trade my chastenings for the 
world, for God always sees me through 


Mrs. M.J., Dela. 
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Labyrinth of Moral Theology 


ay OMAN CATHOLICISM CLAIMS exclusive right to 

divine existence: It is the only Church char- 
tered by God. Almighty God gave the charter to 
Peter through Christ. Thus it is the only Church 
that has a right to exist. The Roman Church, 
therefore, is the sole caretaker of the spiritual life 
of all people. This is its argument. 

However, the business of the Roman Catholic 
Church is not salvation, for it teaches and promises 
only incomplete salvation—which is actually a con- 
tradiction of terms, since no one can be at the 
same time saved and not saved. In Christ’s teach- 
ing one is either completely saved or completely 
lost. There is no middle ground. 

The real business of the Roman Catholic 
Church, therefore, would seem to be to foster and 
specialize in sin. This is proved by an examination 
of its moral code, which consists mainly in a set 
of legalistic dogmas that multiply sins by distinc- 
tions and divisions and thus create many ways of 
committing sin. The corollary of this is that ways 
and means must be found to make it easy to for- 
give the multitude of sins thus created. 

The Jesuits have made a specialty of this. 
Their system of “probabilism” consists of finding 
as Many reasons as possible for forgiving sins in 
confession. They go to the extreme of forgiving a 
person who says he is not sorry for his sins but is 
merely sorry because he cannot be sorry! : 

There are four main divisions of sin in the 
Roman Catholic Church: 1) original sin, which is 
taken away only by baptism; 2) mortal sin, which 
must be confessed to a priest; 3) venial sin, which 
need not be confessed and which may be taken 
away by penances and other means; and 4) sin 
against church laws, which in turn may be either 
mortal or venial. 

Roman Catholic moral theologians keep close 
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EDITORIAL 


WALTER M. MONTANO 


watch on all classifications and divisions of sin and 
often add new ones. They may be said to be spe- 
cialists in sin. Mortal sin is “deadly” and unless a 
person in mortal sin is forgiven by a priest before 
he dies he automatically goes to hell. But even if 
he obtains the priest’s pardon, a large but un- 
known amount of punishment remains to be ex- 
piated in purgatory. Non-mortal (venial) sins need 
not be confessed to the priest, but the priest alone 
is the judge of which sins are mortal and which 
venial. 


THE SCALE OF SINS 


The amount one may steal without committing 
a mortal sin depends upon the economic levels in 
different countries or sections of a country. In the 
United States it has been determined that one may 
steal up to forty dollars without committing a 
mortal sin. Drinking, gambling and other habits 
considered as vices by Protestants are not counted 
as sins at all except when indulged in to excess— 
the point of excess being left to the confessor to 
determine. 

Specious ways are found by which one may 
break the Ten Commandments without committing 
sin. If one is in extreme need of something, he can 
steal it from another if by so doing he does not 
reduce the other person to his own state of need. 
Likewise, one may secretly compensate oneself for 
services or goods to which he considers he has a 
right. 

Some of the most deadly sins in the eyes of 
the Roman Church are those against her own laws, 
such as missing mass on Sunday, eating meat on 
Friday, joining in prayer with a Protestant, and, 
in some places, even entering a Protestant church. 
It is more difficult, for instance, for a priest to 
obtain pardon for the sin he commits if he marries 
—however legally—than for the crime of murder. 

This arbitrary and expedient method of regu- 
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lating sin and vice appeals to many who are not 
members of the Roman Catholic Church. It is very 
profitable, understandably, for those engaged in 
the liquor business, gambling, and other such vices. 
In addition, it appeals to the weaknesses of human 
nature. Above all, it secures the power of the Ro- 
man Catholic Church over man both in this life 
and in the life to come, and materially it has pro- 
vided an inexhaustible source of income through 
the cruelly deceptive doctrine of purgatory. Not 
salvation, but profit, it would seem, is the business 
of the Roman Catholic Church, warder of men’s 
pocketbooks as well as their souls. 

By way of contrast, the following reveals the 
enormous gulf separating the Roman Catholic 
from the Gospel concept of salvation: 


Roman Catholic Church: 


Sin is relative and may or may not be serious. 

Sin is our business. Absolution is obtained 
only from the priest. 

Forgiveness is offered for a price, which may 
vary. 

There is no end of sin. One cannot escape sin, 
even in death. 

Salvation is elusive and uncertain. Even the 
pope is unsure of where he goes after 
death. 


The Gospel: 


Sin is sin, being the transgression of God’s 
law. 

Absolution is obtained only through Christ, 
who offers regeneration. 

Forgiveness is free. 

The sins of the born-again Christian are 
blotted out. 

Salvation is a gift, paid for by the sacrifice of 
Christ on the cross. 


Roman Catholic 
Effrontery 


M*. AND MORE FREQUENTLY America is experi- 
encing a hangover, a morning-after queasiness 
that with its bitter aftertaste is all too vivid a 
reminder of the intemperance of the night before. 
It would seem that what she once despised she now 
devours; what she once boasted she could not 
stomach she now craves; the self-restraint and 
sobriety she once took pride in she now explains 
away indulgently; the high-minded principles she 
was taught to revere she now considers outmoded 
and old-fashioned. It would seem that America has 
kicked over her cradle of liberty and is preparing 
to leave the warmth and safety of shelter provided 
by her forebears. She is frequenting strange places, 
tasting strange and heady wines, and embracing 
strange “friends.” She is having her fling. 

In a few months America will celebrate the 
176th anniversary of her independence. But it was 
her independence from tyranny that is memorial- 
ized on July 4. Today she is again seeking inde- 
pendence. But it is independence from constitu- 
tional restraints and from the inalienable rights of 
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life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness—a so 
of false independence that can only end in anarchy 
and eventually, again, in tyranny. 

Freedom is a right, but it is also an obliga 
tion, a responsibility. A man has a right to ea 
but he has the responsibility of earning his daily 
bread. He has a right to drink, but he must fetch) 
his own water. There is no “right” that does not 
have its corresponding obligation, no freedom that 
does not need its shield:and buckler and sword. ~ 

Like every individual, America has the free.! 
dom to choose her own companions, to spend her! 
substance in riotous living, to yield her will to an- 
other, to eat, drink, and be merry. The right to 
choose is inherent in the word “freedom.” y 

But the freedom to associate with evil com. 
panions means the “freedom” to become diseased 
in mind and body and to suffer the loss of the 
Promised Land, like the Children of Israel who 
came out of Egypt. The freedom to be a spend) 
thrift means the “freedom” to eat husks with t 
swine, like the Prodigal Son. The freedom to yield 
one’s integrity to another involves the “freedom” 
to be bound and blinded and made a slave, like 
Samson. The freedom to eat, drink and be merry 
means the “freedom” to forego the birthright, like 
Esau, or to be destroyed, like the people who scoffed 
at Noah and the safety of the ark. 

On all hands it appears that America is freely 
selling herself to those who promise her security, 
or peace, or ease, and is surrendering to those who 
accuse her of bigotry, or intolerance, or prejudice, 
or hatred. The child who lustily chanted to his 
fellows, “Sticks and stones will break my bones, 
but names will never hurt me!” has grown up te 
be the man who cringes before the taunts of “Com- 
mie,” “bigot,” “hatemonger,” “anti-this-or-that.” 
The boy who challenged the school bully is now the 
man who swallows every falsehood pandered to 
him in the name of “brotherhood” or “Christian 
tolerance” or “the country’s best interests,” and 
avoids anything “controversial” or “unpleasant” 

r “objectionable.” 


*““MARTIN LUTHER’ BAN 


Only in the light of this gradual change can 
the growing subservience of America to the aims 
and desires of a foreign religio-political power be 
interpreted. How else can one explain such events 
as the recent cancellation of the scheduled TV 
premiere of the “Martin Luther” film on Station 
WGN-TV in Chicago? How else can one explain 
the fact that a “flurry of protests,” according te 
the general manager of this large, influential sta- 
tion, so intimidated him that contrary to the sta- 
tion’s previously favorable judgment he banned a 
film the morality of which was unquestioned and 
the historicity of which could be substantiated in 
any library across the nation? 

How else could one interpret the fact that the 
“offended” group was so readily appeased, though 
(assertedly)-no “formal” protest had been received 
from the local hierarchy? How else could one in- 
terpret the continuing ban in the face of the spon- 
sor’s unchanged desire to exhibit the film on TV 
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and the numerous protests from Protestants and 
Jews following the ban? 

The station’s weak excuse of not wanting to 
be party “to the development of any misunder- 
standing or ill will among persons of the Christian 
faith in the Chicago area” limped abjectly before 
the simple fact that the film had already been 
shown successfully in a Loop theater in downtown 
Chicago at the height of its popularity. The sta- 
tion’s fearful response to the “emotional reaction 
to the plan” of showing the film and its immediate 
ban suggested only too readily the management’s 
willingness to yield to a pressure group in direct 
opposition to the spirit of the American Bill. of 
Rights, when that group was recognized as wield- 
ing considerable power. As an editorial in the Chi- 
cago Daily News suggested with a touch of irony, 
the TV station should be awarded a citation for 
excessive timidity. 

Though at this writing the report has come 
that station WGN has not “closed the door to re- 
scheduling the picture” and is now ready to recon- 
sider—following the “greatest letter and telegram 
response in the station’s history”—the incident 
bears investigation, because it typifies the censor- 
ship of and interference in the public and private 
life of the American citizen on the part of the 
Roman Catholic Church. 

It also points up, regrettably, the apathetic, 
live-and-let-live, fearful attitude of a great many 
Protestants who would rather sacrifice their pre- 
cious birthright of liberty than be called bigoted 
or (in the words of Msgr. E. M. Burke, chancellor 
of the archdiocese of Chicago) “downright insult- 
ing” to Catholics, who without any apology openly 
consider Protestants “outside the pale.” 


THE CHALLENGE 


To anyone unfamiliar with the doctrines, dog- 
mas, and declarations of intolerance written into 
the official laws and encyclicals of the Roman 
Catholic Church, the deceptive cooings of Catholic 
writers on the subject of freedom might be accept- 
able. But we challenge the entire Roman Catholic 
hierarchy in the United States to prove that in- 
tolerance is not an integral part of their heritage. 
We challenge them to prove that they believe in 
religious freedom and in freedom of conscience for 
all, including the Buddhist, the Mohammedan, the 
pagan, the Jew, as well as the Protestant, and that 
they believe Catholics and non-Catholics should be 
accorded the same rights and considerations. We 
challenge them to prove that their praise of free- 
dom in their public journals in this country is sup- 
ported by Canon Law, history, or tradition. 

In a subtle, calculating way the Roman Church 
is endeavoring to convince the ignorant and the un- 
learned, especially in Protestant circles, that she 
believes in freedom and justice, peace and liberty, 
and that she is ready at all times to extend the 
right hand of fellowship and friendship to any and 
all, in the true spirit of Americanism. 

But it is high time that the myopic Red Rid- 
inghoods who are so easily deceived realize the 
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true character of the friendly “grandma” whose 
favor they are courting. And if incidents like the 
“Martin Luther’’ ban, obviously maneuvered by the 
hierarchy, are not sufficient to bestir them to pro- 
tective, if not offensive, action, the nostalgia for 
power evident in the following editorial from the 
Jesuit magazine America (a deceptive title!) 
should at least turn a hair: 

“It is on the occasion of a Presidential In- 
auguration that Catholics in America feel most 
vividly the heritage of bigotry that has so long 
hung over them. In the minds of some of their 
fellow-Americans—a group happily diminishing in 
number—a Catholic could not be trusted to keep 
the oath of President of the United States... 

“Catholic Americans have some reason for 
hoping that a better time may come. At some fu- 
ture date a Catholic President-elect may appear on 
that same spot before the Capitol, take the same 
oath and win the same confidence of all Ameri- 
cans.” 

“That only the Presidency should be barred 
to a Catholic is a striking inconsistency, attribut- 
able only to ill-considered anti-Catholicism. 

“We are glad to acknowledge that more 
moderate trends seem to be gaining ground among 
Protestants.” (America, January 19, 1957) 


A PROTEST TODAY 


We suggest that those Protestants who see no 
cause for alarm in the foregoing statements ask 
their Roman Catholic friends if the Syllabus of 
Errors of Pius IX has ever been repudiated. We 
suggest that they inquire if the Inquisition or the 
murderous St. Batholomew’s Massacre has ever 
been officially denounced. We recommend that they 
investigate the situation as it exists today in Co- 
lombia and Spain (to mention the two most fla- 
grant examples of tyranny and persecution) and 
question their ideas as to why Poland and Hungary 
went Communist to begin with and why Italy is 
strongly Communistic. Too many Protestants who 
today are wilfully uninformed and passive: will 
some day be forcibly misinformed, like the Colom- 
bians who are told that American missionaries are 
imperialist spies or Communists. 


As we see the sun of the Reformation turn to 
darkness, we become aware of a moon bathed in 
blood, extending its somber light over an unheed- 
ing earth. We solemnly affirm that when the day 
comes that a Roman Catholic is elected President 
of the United States, it will be a day of mourning, 
not only for America but for the world at large. 
For the only bastion of liberty will have disap- 
peared, and the world will be left to darkness and 
bloody destruction. 

But this dismal prospect is no sign for dis- 
couragement or pessimism so long as we are free 
to express our opinion and follow our conscience. 
While many sleep, more and more people are awak- 
ening to the menace of intolerance and are alerting 
themselves and their brethren. On our desk there 
are letters from prominent citizens who assure us 
that they will fight to the end to preserve liberty 


in this country. f 

If this spirit survives and grows and becomes 
not only vocal but active, the present aims of the” 
Roman Catholic Church in free America will turn 
to smoke and ashes. But we cannot remain idle as 
long as the Roman Church can directly or in- 
directly ban the showing of a historical film of high 
moral tone in one of our American cities and can 
thus play censor to non-Catholics. Such incidents 
are test cases, and every one that succeeds or goes 
unchallenged is but another steppingstone in the 
onward march of Catholicism. 


We urge every Protestant and every Ameri- 
can of whatever conviction to act now to defend 
his liberties, before there is a famine in the land, 
“not a famine of bread, nor a thirst for water, but 
of hearing the words of the Lord.” (Amos 8:11) 
A protest today means freedom tomorrow. 


THE 


STRANGE 


CASE 


OF 


“MARTIN 


LUTHER” 


‘Two federal bodies, the House 

Committee on Un-American 
Activities and the Federal Com- 
munications Commission, were 
asked last December 20 to inves- 
tigate the banning of the film, 
“Martin Luther,” by Station 
WGN-TV of Chicago, which was 
to have been broadcast the fol- 
lowing night. The requests were 
sent by telegram to the federal 
agencies by Glenn L. Archer, ex- 
ecutive director of Protestants 
and Other Americans United for 
Separation of Church and State. 


“The film, ‘Martin Luther,’ ” 
Archer said, “deserves the same 


rights on the air as Bishop Fulton 
Sheen.” 


In his telegram to Francis E. 
Walter, Chairman of the House 
Committee on Un-American Ac- 
tivities, Archer, referring to the 
cancellation of the broadcast, 
said: 

“Such suppression is subver- 
sive of American freedom and 
should be investigated by your 
committee as fearlessly as you 
now investigate subversion by 
Communist organizations. We be- 
lieve that religious tolerance in 
our country is based on freedom 
of speech and that any move to 
destroy freedom of speech in mat- 
ters of religion is an un-Ameri- 
can activity which you have a 
moral and legal obligation to in- 
vestigate and expose.” 


Archer, “in behalf of millions 
of American Protestants and 
other believers in religious liber- 


ty,” asked the Federal Communi- 
cations Commission to “hold 
public hearings on this incident 
to determine who was respon- 
sible for this suppression and 
how similar incidents can be pre- 
vented in the future.” He de 
clared: “An effort to censor a 
film so historic, so dignified and 
so educational as ‘Martin Luther’ 
promotes intolerance, stirs up re- 
ligious animosities and threatens 
the freedom of the air.” 


In a separate statement Archer 
ridiculed the claim of Monsignor 
E. M. Burke, Chancellor of the 
Archdiocese of Chicago, that the 
suppression of the TV program 
had not been directly ordered by 
the Roman Catholic Church. “The 
Legion of Decency,” he pointed 
out, “is an official organ of the 
church, and it has been condemn- 
ing the film, ‘Martin Luther,’ for 
several years. Monsignor Burke 
himself has indicated his hostility: 
by calling the film ‘down-right in- 
sulting’ to some Catholics. The 
suppression of such a film is 
down-right insulting to millions 
of Protestants whose forefathers 
fought to establish religious liber- 
ty in this country. 

“We hope that some Chicago 
station will break through this 
clerical blockade and show the 
‘Martin Luther’ film. If it does, 
I am sure that Protestants will be 
prepared to reward it commer- 
cially and otherwise with theif 
patronage. We are sick of cleri- 
cal interference with freedom of 
the air.” : 
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When the doors of history are pried open by an interested 
and impartial scholar, Roman Catholic or otherwise, who 


the data about the Vatican Council of 
1870 defining DE FIDE the personal infallibility of the Pope, 


wishes to investigate 


the Roman Church, through her authorities, quickly and 


She does not want the public, and 
especially the faithful, to know the true historical facts 
pertaining to that conclave. But the events surrounding the 


angrily slams them shut. 


Vatican Council 


were too explosive for the Roman Church 





NE YEAR PRIOR to the convoca- 

tion of the Vatican Council 
in 1870, the German-born Rev. 
Johann Joseph Ignatz Von Dol- 
linger, foremost Roman Catholic 
historian, theologian and canonist 
of his day and instructor of 
Canon Law and Church History 
at the University of Munich, to- 
gether with the Revs. Huber and 
Friedrich, also famous priest- 
historians and theologians, wrote 
the celebrated “Letters of Janus.” 
This work contained a mass of 
historical proofs demonstrating 
that the personal infallibility of 
the Pope, which was about to be 
defined as an article of faith, was 
a novelty pure and simple. Later, 
during the Vatican Council, these 
arguments were used by bishops 
and theologians of the minority 
group who strenuously fought 
the definition of this dogma. 


The sessions of the Vatican 
Council were very stormy. The 
minority bishops of the opposi- 
tion were frequently interrupted, 
called heretics, threatened with 
physical harm and loss of office 
and prestige, and even shouted 
down to silence. In the end, how- 
ever, Pope Pius IX won the day, 
and thus the dogma of the per- 
sonal Infallibility of the Pope 
was defined de fide at the Vatican 
Council in 1870, to be believed by 
all Roman Catholics under pain 
of mortal sin. 


Subsequently, the bishops of the 
minority group (which numbered 
150), and many of the priest- 
theologians, one by one, retracted 
their own words. This is espe- 
cially true of the bishops, who 
did so either because they were 
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to conceal forever. 





bribed with the “pallium,” sym- 
bol of the archbishopric, as in the 
case of Bishop Strossmayer of 
Yugoslavia, or because they 
feared the loss of money and 
prestige connected with the Ro- 
man Catholic bishopric. 


Now Dollinger, who was pre- 
vented by the Jesuits and Car- 
dinal Reisach from attending and 
addressing the Vatican Council, 
was not to be silenced. In fact, he 
led a protest group of forty-four 
professors of the University of 
Munich and called together a 
Congress at Nuremberg, which 
assembled in August of 1870, and 
published a declaration adverse 
to the Vatican decrees on Papal 
Infallibility. As a result, an im- 
mense ferment was set in motion. 
In Bavaria, where Dollinger’s 
influence was the most strongly 
felt, there was a great resistance 
to the resolutions of the Vatican 
Council. 


But Cardinal Von Scherr, Arch- 
bishop of Munich, held that the 
authority of the Vatican Council 
was paramount and binding, and 
ordered Dollinger to submit. In- 
stead of submitting, however, on 
the 28th of March, 1871, he 
penned a memorable letter to 
Cardinal Von Scherr, refusing to 
subscribe to the Vatican decrees. 
The important points of the letter 
are in the following: 


PLEA FOR JUSTICE 


“Your excellency has asked me 
in two letters to explain my posi- 
tion with respect to the Roman 
Decrees of July 18, 1870, which 
have been published by you. 


Dollinger 
and 

Papal 
Infallibility 


by Angelo LoVallo 





“It has transpired in the circle 
of your cathedral chapter that it 
is your intention to proceed 
against me with such penal 
measures as are used only against 
priests who have been guilty of 
gross moral crimes, and even but 
seldom against these, if I do not, 
within a certain period, submit 
myself to the two new articles of 
faith, as to the omnipotence and 
Infallibility of the Pope. 


“T learn at the same time that 
a council meeting of German 
bishops is to take place shortly at 
Fulda. 

“Tn the year 1848, when a meet- 
ing of all the German bishops 
was held at Wurzburg, the honor 
of an invitation was extended to 
me, and I took part in the pro- 
ceedings. Your excellency might 
perhaps arrange that I should be 
allowed in the meeting which is 
about to take place, not this time 
to take part in the proceedings, 
but to have an audience for a 
few hours. 


“For I am prepared to prove 
before this meeting the following 
theses, which are of decisive im- 
portance for the present situa- 
tion of the German Church, as 
well as for my personal position. 


“First, the new Articles of 
Faith are based upon the texts 
in the Holy Scriptures, St. Matt. 
xvi. 18, and St. John xxi. 17, and, 
as far as infallibility is con- 
cerned, upon the text, St. Luke 
xxii. 32, with the same, Biblically 
considered, must stand or fall. 
But we are bound by a solemn 
oath, which I myself have twice 
sworn, to ‘accept and to explain 
the Holy Scriptures, not other- 
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wise than according to the unani- 
mous consent of the Fathers.’ The 
Fathers of the Church have all, 
without exception, explained the 
texts in question as bearing a 
totally different meaning from 
the new decrees, and in the text 
St. Luke xxii. 32, especially, have 
anything but infallibility given to 
the Pope. Therefore, were I to 
accept this explanation with the 
decrees, without which every 
Biblical basis is wanting to them, 
I should commit perjury. And, as 
I have said, I am prepared to 
prove this to the bishops in coun- 
cils. 

“Secondly, in several episcopal 
pastorals and notices which have 
lately appeared, the assertion has 
been made, or the historical proof 
sought, that the new doctrine 
now proceeding from Rome as to 
the universal power of the Pope 
over every single Christian, and 
as to the Papal infallibility in 
decisions in the Church on mat- 
ters of faith from the beginning, 
through all time and for ever, 
has been generally, or, at least, 
nearly generally, believed and 
taught. I am prepared to show 
that this assertion is based upon 
an entire misconception of the 
traditions of the Church for the 
first thousand years, and upon 
the entire distortion of her his- 
tory. It is in direct contradiction 
to the plainest facts and testi- 
monies. 

“Thirdly, I am ready to prove 
that the bishops of the Latin 
countries, Spain, Italy, South 
America, and France, who 
formed the immense majority at 
Rome, were, with their clergy, 
already led astray by the class- 
books from which they took their 
ideas during their seminary edu- 
cation, the proofs given in these 
books being for the most part 
false, invented, or distorted. I 
shall prove this, first, with the 
two principal and favorite works 
of modern theological schools 
and seminaries, ‘The Moral Phi- 
losophy of S. Alphonsus Liguori,’ 
(especially as regards the trea- 
tise contained therein concerning 
the Pope), and ‘The Theology of 
the Jesuit Peroni’; further, with 
the writings of the Archbishop 
Cardoni, and of Bishop Ghilardi, 
which were distributed in Rome 
during the Council; and finally, 
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with ‘The Theology of the 
Viennese Theologian Schwetz.’ 

“Fourthly, I appeal to the fact, 
which I am prepared to prove in 
public, that two General Councils 
and several Popes have already 
decided in the fifteenth century, 
by solemn decrees, issued by the 
Councils, and repeatedly ¢con- 
firmed by the Popes, the question 
as to the extent of the Pope’s 
power, and as to his infallibility, 
and that the decrees of the 18th 
of July, 1870, are in the most 
glaring contradiction to these 
resolutions, and, therefore, can- 
not be considered as binding. 

“Fifthly, I believe that I shall 
be able to demonstrate that the 
new decrees are simply incom- 
patible with the constitutions of 
the States of Europe, and espe- 
cially with that of Bavaria; and 
that I, who am bound by oath to 
this constitution, which I have 
lately sworn on my admission to 
the Chamber of the Councillors 
of State, find it impossible to 
accept the new decrees, and as 
their necessary consequence, the 
Bulls ‘Unam Sanctam’ and ‘Cum 
ex Apostolatus officio,’ the Sylla- 
bus of Pius IX., with so many 
other Papal declarations and 
laws, which are now to be ac- 
cepted as infallible decisions al- 
though they are in irreconcilable 
antagonism to the laws of the 
country. I appeal on this subject 
to the opinion given by the Legal 
Faculty in Munich, and I am 
ready to abide by the arbitration 
of any German Legal Faculty 
which your excellency may be 
pleased to name. 


CONCERN FOR TRUTH 


“I only ask two conditions for 
the conference which I have pro- 
posed, or rather prayed for; first, 
that my assertions, together with 
any counter-assertions, shall be 
recorded, with a view to their 
subsequent publication; secondly, 
that a man of scientific culture, 
to be chosen by me, shall be al- 
lowed to be present at the con- 
ference. 

“Should this be unattainable 
before the German bishops in 
Fulda, I venture most respect- 
fully to make another request: 
that it may please your excel- 
lency to form, out of the mem- 


bers of your cathedral chapter, a 
committee, before which I may 
plead my cause in the way above’ 
mentioned. Several of these 
venerable gentlemen are Doctors, | 
and were formerly Professors of 
Theology, and were once my 
scholars. I may assume that it 
would be more agreeable to them 
to treat with me in quiet argu- 
ment, to confute me, if possible, 
with reasons and facts, than to 
draw up, upon the seat of judg- 
ment, criminal sentences against 
me, and to submit the same to 
your excellency, to be fulminat- 
ed, as the saying is. If your ex- 
cellency will consent to preside 
at this conference, and will con- 
descend to correct any errors into 
which I may have fallen in the 
citation and explanation of testi- 
monies and facts, I shall count 
it as a great honor, and the cause 
of truth must be profited thereby. 
And when you place before me 
the prospect of the exercise of 
your pastoral power, I may still 
hope that you will prefer to em- 
ploy, in the first place, towards 
me, the finest, most noble, most 
benevolent, and most Christlike 
attribute of this power—namely, 
the teacher’s office. Should I be 
convinced by testimonies and 
facts, I engage myself to revoke 
publicly all that I have written 
in this matter, and so confute my- 
self. In any case the results must 
be advantageous to the Church 
and the peace of souls. For it is 
not I alone who am concerned; 
but thousands of the clergy, hun- 
dreds of thousands of the laity, 
who think as I do, and find it 
impossible to accept the new arti- 
cles of faith. 


DISTORTED TESTIMONIES 


“Up to this day not a single 
one, even of those who have 
signed a declaration of submis 
sion, has said to me that he is 
really convinced of the truth of 
these theses. All my friends and 
acquaintances confirm me in this 
experience; ‘not a single person 
believes in it,’ is what I hear day 
by day from all lips. A confer 
ence such as I have proposed, and 
the publication of the proceed 
ings, will in any case afford that 
deeper insight which so many 
long for. + 
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“Your excellency may refer me 
to the pastoral letter which has 
recently appeared under the sanc- 
tion of your name, as a source 
whence I might derive sufficient 
instruction and correction in re- 
spect to the opinions I hold: but 
I must avow that it has produced 
a totally contrary effect upon me, 
and I engage to show that this 
pastoral letter contains a long 
series of misunderstood, distort- 
ed, mutilated, or invented testi- 
monies, which, together with the 
suppression of important facts 
and opposite testimonies, present 
a picture totally dissimilar to the 
real tradition. Assuredly the per- 
son to whom your excellency con- 
fided this composition has not 
invented the falsifications, but 
has borrowed them in good faith 
from others (from Cardoni and 
others); but if he be willing to 
defend his elaboration at the pro- 
posed conference, he would find 
me ready, within a very few 
hours, either to prove my allega- 
tions or, if I should not succeed 
therein, publicly to apologize and 
to make an honorable amend. In 
consideration, however, of the 
importance of this matter, I con- 
ceive it to be my duty to make 
this offer, subject to one condi- 
tion only, namely, that his Ma- 
jesty’s government be requested 
to appoint an official, well versed 
in the knowledge of historical 
and ecclesiastical law, to be pres- 
ent at the conference as a wit- 
ness. As this matter is also one 
of the highest interest for all 
governments I presume it may 
be taken for granted that such a 
request will not be refused on 
the part of the government. 


PRECEDENTS FOR 
DISCUSSION 


“In the past history of the 
Church, facts are not wanting to 
prove that my proposal is in per- 
fect harmony with the principles 
and practice of the Church. Thus, 
in the year 411, a conference, 
consisting of 286 Catholic and 
279 Donatist bishops, was held 
under the presidency of the Im- 
perial official Marcellinus: at this 
conference the disputed doctrine 
of the Church was discussed, and 
the President decided in favor 
of the Catholic bishops. In the 
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year 1433 Bohemian Calixtines 
appeared at the council at Basle. 
A decree of the Synod of Con- 
stance issued eighteen years be- 
fore, concerning the communion 
in one form, was then submitted 
to a new discussion and exami- 
nation, from which those com- 
pacts resulted, which were rec- 
ognized by the Holy See, in virtue 
whereof an important and far- 
penetrating concession, and dero- 
gating from the older resolution, 
was made to the Bohemians. 


“A still greater parallel to the 
discussion I propose is to be 
found in the conference, so cele- 
brated in French history, be- 
tween Du Perron, the Bishop of 
Evreux, and the Protestant 
statesman and scholar, M. Du 
Plessis-Mornay, which took place 
at Fontainebleau in the year 
1600, at the instigation of King 
Henry IV. The question under 
consideration was the charge 
preferred against Mornay, that 
in his book on the Eucharistics 
he had falsified a great many 
passages or quoted them incor- 
rectly. The King himself presid- 
ed; and the most notable men of 
both churches were present as 
witnesses. This conference was 
interrupted by Mornay’s illness 
after the lapse of a few days, and 
after a number of passages quot- 
ed by him had been examined; 
nevertheless it produced an effect 
on the then greatly agitated state 
of the public mind extremely 
favorable to the Catholic cause. 


“Most venerable Archbishop, I 
leave entirely to your judgment 
which form you will give to a 
conference so much desired by 
me, and certainly so welcome to 
multitudes of German Catholics, 
and what persons you will invite 
to attend or oppose me. In your 
diocese there is certainly no want 
of professional theologians who 
will be glad to accept your invi- 
tation. The practice of the 
Church proves that a question of 
faith is just as much an affair of 
the laity as of the clergy, and 
that the former may take part 
in the scientific examination and 
establishment of the tradition— 
as both Popes and theologians 
have acknowledged. And in this 
case, which is a matter for his- 
torical proof, I am gladly ready 
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to submit to the verdict of the 
most eminent historians of the 
German nation and of the Catho- 
lic faith. Such men as Ficker, 
Reumont, Hofler, Arneth, Kamp- 
schulte, Cornelius, Lerenz, 
Wegele, Aschbach, may judge 
whether my proofs be critically 
and historically right or not. 
“Your excellency was pleased 
formerly to honor my book on 
the First Ages of the Church 
Apostolical with your approval, 
and it was generally considered 
among German Catholics to be a 
true picture of the time of foun- 
dation: even the Jesuitic-Ultra- 
montane party let it pass without 
censure. But if the new decrees 
contain the truth, then I have 


QO THOUSAND YEARS AGO a 

Roman governor asked a ques- 

tion that struck at the heart of 
every question ever posed. 

His name was Pilate, and he 
asked of his remarkable prisoner, 
“What is truth?” 

Jesus had already answered 
that question some hours before 
in His prayer, in which He said, 
“Thy Word is truth.” (John 17: 
17) It is notable that He did not 
say, “Tradition is the truth.” Nor 
did He say, “Peter will be My ex- 
ponent of truth. Whatever he or 
any of his successors choose to 
pronounce as truth will be truth.” 

St. Paul declared to the elders 
at Ephesus that he “kept back 
nothing that was profitable” to 
either the Jews or the Gentiles. 
(Acts 20:20) So all the dogmas, 
encyclicals, bulls, rescripts, and 
constitutions not included in 
Paul’s instruction, particularly 
those without any Scriptural ba- 
sis, are extraneous to the Chris- 
tian life. One wonders what 
Paul’s response would have been 
if someone had suggested that he 
teach the primacy of Peter to his 
converts! After reading of Paul’s 
meetings with Peter (Gal. 1:10- 
12, 17-19, and 2:6-17) who would 
have dared to face Paul and tell 
him that Peter was the infallible 
head of the Church! 

But the Roman Catholic Church 
now tells us that when the Pope 
speaks ex cathedra he is infallible. 
What he then says is truth. But, 
we ask, when is he speaking ex 
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laid myself open to the reproach 
of having entirely misrepresent- 
ed the history of the Apostles. 
That entire section of my book 
which concerns the constitution 
of the earlier Church, my de- 
scription of the relation in which 
Paul and the other Apostles stood 
to Peter—all is fundamentally 
wrong, and I ought to condemn 
my own book, and confess that I 
have neither understood Luke’s 
Acts of the Apostles nor their 
Epistles. 


‘“*BLASPHEMOUS 
USURPATION”’ 


“The new Vatican doctrine 
confers upon the Pope the whole 
plenitude of power (totam pleni- 


by HENRY F. BROWN 


cathedra? Where can one find a 
list of the occasions when he 
spoke ex cathedra? If only those 
statements are infallible truth, 
how can one have access to them? 
The popes have been voluminous 
in their writing. Which of these 
many documents were spoken ex 
cathedra and are thus infallible 
truth? 

Kenneth N. Ross, a Roman 
Catholic priest in England who 
recently left his church, wrote his 
reasons in Why I Am Not a Ro- 
man Catholic (London, Mobray, 
1953). Among other things, he 
writes : 

“It must be accounted a grave 
objection to Roman Catholic 
teaching that no one knows when 
the pope is speaking infallibly. 
There is for the Roman Catholic 
no official list of infallible utter- 
ances, and the most divergent 
views have been propounded and 
are held on the question. Whereas 
Manning and the Untramontane 
party at the Vatican Council re- 
garded the pope as a kind of 


tudinem potestatis) over the en- 
tire Church, as well as over every © 
individual layman, priest and 
bishop; and this power pretends 
to be at once the genuine episco-— 
palian, and also the specific Papal” 
authority, which is to comprise 
all things whatsoever, in relation 
to faith, morals, duties of life 
and discipline, and is to be en- 
titled to lay hold upon the mon- 
arch as well as upon the day 
laborer, in order to inflict upon 
him punishment, commandment, 
or prohibition. The wording is so 
carefully put that no other posi- 
tion and authority is left to the 
bishops than such as pertain to 
Papal commissioners and pleni- 
(Continued on page 26) 


Lama, a source of perpetual di- 
vine inspiration, so that his deci- 
sion on almost any matter is the 
voice of the Holy Ghost; other 
theologians, like Newman, would 
greatly restrict the, range of in- 
fallibility. When Pius IX issued 
his Syllabus Errorum in 1864, 
Manning described it as ‘part of 
the supreme infallible teaching of 
the Church,’ but Newman de- 
clared that it had ‘no dogmatic 
force’ and made ‘no claim to be 
acknowledged as the work of the 
pope.’ 

“A Roman Catholic theologian 
would be at liberty to maintain 
that no pope had ever spoken in- 
fallibly, or that he has spoken in- 
fallibly only during the last hun- 
dred years! On the other hand the 
infallible utterances of the pope 
may be numbered in hundreds or 
even thousands. But no one 
knows. Now whatever may be the 
theoretical advantages of having 
an infallible guide to be the Liv- 
ing Voice of the Holy Spirit, they 
are reduced to the vanishing point 
when there is no certain method 
of determining when the Living 
Voice has spoken.” (p. 59) 


So wherein is the Roman Cath- 
olic in a better position than the 
Protestant? The latter has the 
written Word of God: “Thy Word 
is truth’ — and the incarnate 
Word: “I am... the truth.” The 
former has a man who may or 
may not speak the truth, and no 
one has any way of knowing when 
he is speaking the truth! 
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OR SEVERAL MONTHS officials of 

the City of New York have 
been distributing an attractive, 
magazine-size publication under 
the innocent title “Lincoln 
Square.” When you first pick up 
a copy you are not at all im- 
pressed that there is something 
seriously wrong here. In fact, 
your first impression is apt to be 
one of approval toward the city 
and the federal government for 
their active interest in slum 
clearance. 

You scan the charts and dia- 
grams. You see that this is the 
sixteenth in a series of projects 
under the direction of the May- 
or’s Committee on Slum Clear- 
ance, of which the well-known 
Robert Moses is chairman. 

Then from an aerial photo you 
pick out the Lincoln Square 
project area, marked with red 
boundaries. There it is, set square- 
ly in midtown Manhattan, be- 
tween Central Park and the Hud- 
son River. This is certainly one 
part of New York that could do 
with some changes. 

Then you come to the section 
on “proposed development”—and 
all of a sudden it hits you. New 
York’s number one Roman Catho- 
lic university will gain a new 
superblock campus, with the help 
of the city and the federal gov- 
ernment. It is to be called the 
Fordham University Downtown 
School. The location is nine miles 
from Fordham’s main campus. 

This downtown campus will in- 
clude the Schools of Law, Edu- 
cation, Business and Social Serv- 
ice. And, what is also very in- 
teresting, these schools will be 
located immediately adjacent to 
the magnificent structure which 
will house the Metropolitan 
Opera. Also there will be an im- 
pressive cultural center, includ- 
ing a museum, library, theater, 
concert hall, and other related 
facilities on the adjacent site. 


By the time your breath re- 
turns, you are deep in a study of 
the statistics included in the re- 
port. It is estimated that the 
average land acquisition cost for 
the entire project, through con- 
demnation, will be $20.35 per 
square foot. But Fordham Uni- 
versity has bid only $5.00 per 
square foot for the 303,126 
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SECTARIAN SUBSIDY 
VIA SLUM CLEARANCE 


by Donald H. Gill 


The state and federal governments are all set to grant a substantial 


land subsidy to a Roman Catholic university, church, rectory, parochial 
school, and convent in the heart of New York City. The issue, while 
local, concerns the nation as a whole because the basic policies of an 
agency of the federal government are at stake. If federal funds are thus 
used for a sectarian institution, under whatever guise, then this type of 
thing can be expected to happen all over the country. Mr. Gill, Assistant 
Secretary of Public Affairs of the National Association of Evangelicals, 
presents some startling details and tells what YOU can do about it. 


square feet which will comprise 
the superblock campus. That 
leaves a difference of approxi- 
mately $15.35 for each square 
foot, reckoning up to a total loss 
of over $4,653,000.00 to be shared 
by the federal government and 
the city. On top of this, the Ford- 
ham campus will benefit from 
the permanent closing of 61st 
Street. 

Under Title I of the Housing 
Act, the federal government will 
pick up two-thirds of the land 
acquisition subsidy and the City 
of New York will pick up the 
other third. But did the Housing 
Act contemplate financial assist- 
ance to sectarian institutions 
such as Fordham University, 
which is sponsored by the Roman 
Catholic Church, administered by 
the Jesuits, and dedicated to 


teaching many of the tenets of 
Catholic doctrine? 


Is this not a direct violation 
of constitutional principle? After 
all, the very first words of the 
First Amendment to the Con- 
stitution state that “Congress 
shall make no law respecting an 
establishment of religion. .. .” 
And if that is not specific enough, 
the New York State Constitution 
spells it out in even more detail: 
“Neither the state nor any sub- 
division thereof shall use its 
property or credit or any public 
money, or authorize or permit 
either to be used, directly or in- 
directly, in aid or maintenance, 
other than for examination or 
inspection, of any school or insti- 
tution of learning wholly or in 
part under the control or direc- 
tion of any religious denomina- 


tion, or in which any denomina- 
tional tenet or doctrine is taught, 
but the legislature may provide 
for the transportation of children 
to and from any school or insti- 
tution of learning.” 

Yet in spite of these constitu- 
tional provisions, the plan for 
the project rolls right along in its 
pre-plotted course. It is just one 
more example of the old estab- 
lishment - of - policy - by - precedent 
maneuver. You know how that 
works. On a bright, sunny day 
somebody decides to plant an 
acorn in a crack in the middle of 
the street. When it begins to 
sprout, highway officials are en- 
couraged to protect the sapling 
on the grounds that it is not in- 
terfering with traffic. Inquiring 
citizens are treated with scorn 
if they suggest it should be up- 
rooted. Eventually a vociferous 
group is lauding the _ shade- 
benefits of the oak tree, and its 
scenic beauty is praised. Finally 
city officials decide that the tree’s 
roots run so deep that it cannot 
be uprooted, so the city estab- 
lishes a grassy plot at the base of 
the tree, and from henceforth 
and forevermore the traffic is 
diverted to right and to left. 


ERHAPS THAT’S CLOSER to the 
truth than we think! 


The more you know about it, 
the more you are convinced that 
this is a serious matter of gov- 
ernment policy. So you determine 
to get a firsthand glimpse of the 
whole affair. 


By the time you reach New 
York you discover that a citizens’ 
group, which aims to overthrow 
the entire project, has made a 
rather strong statement on the 
involvement of the principle of 
separation of Church and State. 
You feel a little relieved that 
somebody has made a_ public 
statement on the matter, so you 
make an appointment to see 
Harris L. Present, the attorney 
for the Lincoln Square Citizens’ 
Committee. 

After an hour or two with Mr. 
Present you are convinced of two 
things: that the citizens’ group 
realizes full well that the consti- 
tutional involvement is the only 
crowbar with which they could 
hope to upset the whole project, 
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and that the citizens’ group has 
little real interest in the constitu- 
tional principle except as it may 
be a means to that end. 


By this time you are anxious 
to see the site itself. So you take 
an uptown subway and soon you 
are at the corner of 60th Street 
and Columbus Avenue. This is 
the southeast corner of what will 
eventually be the Fordham super- 
block campus. It does not take 
much looking to convince you 
that the present living conditions 
in the area are less than desir- 
able. The pictures of it had cer- 
tainly been true to fact. Soon you 
are fully convinced that a gov- 
ernment pump-priming subsidy 
for new housing is certainly in 
the public interest. 

You make a full tour of the 
site of the proposed campus and 
the next-door site of the opera 
and the cultural center. 


Then another factor comes 
into the picture. A major part of 
the Fordham superblock is now 
occupied by the 212th Coast Ar- 
tillery Armory, owned by the 
State of New York. At first it 
had been planned to leave the 
armory intact. But it would have 
“crowded” the Fordham campus. 
So the plan was revised and the 
armory is now scheduled for 
demolition and in its place will 
be an open park area. The State 
government will have to assume 
the cost of building a new ar- 
mory on Long Island—another 
government expense directly at- 
tributable to the establishment of 
a sectarian institution on this 
site. 


HEN THERE ARISES another fac- 
tor in the site which is of 
definite interest—St. Matthew’s 
Roman Catholic Church. Plans 
call for this church, now planted 
in the middle of a block, to be 
moved to one of the more promi- 
nent corners in the project. St. 
Matthew’s will acquire extra 
land for a new church, a rectory, 
a parochial school, and a convent 
to house some eighteen nuns who 
will teach at the parochial school. 
The parochial school and convent 
will be complete innovations 
within the project area! How 
will these property arrangements 
be made? It is assumed that the 


church will sell its present build-" 
ings at market value, but will” 
acquire new land at perhaps a_ 
quarter of the acquisition cost 
to government. A direct land ac- 
quisition subsidy to the church!) 

Another point, and an impor-— 
tant one, is that sectarian proper- ° 
ties are not subject to real estate 
tax. Thus tax-producing proper- 
ties are written off the books in” 
favor of non-taxable properties. 

But are there any Protestant 
churches within the site? Just 
one, the Good Shepherd-Faith 
Presbyterian Church. This church 
feels that it could not swing the 
cost of a new structure, so the 
Slum Clearance Committee has 
agreed that the present structure 
will remain intact. However, the 
Presbyterian Church will be giv- 
an opportunity to acquire a 
small adjacent piece cf property. 

By this time you are wonder- 
ing whether you feel more sick 
or irritated. You decide to go 
directly to the Slum Clearance 
Committee to find out just why 
it has chosen to ignore constitu- 
tional principle. You talk with 
one of the lawyers for the Com- 
mittee, who is on loan from the 
Corporation Counsel’s office, and 
you get the general feeling that 
your ears should be boxed for 
even raising such a question. 

The Committee lawyer appeals 
mainly to three arguments in 
order to justify the city’s action. 
First, he says that nothing is 
really being given to the univer- 
sity. When you pin it down to a 
land acquisition subsidy, he 
ducks and evades the issue and 
proceeds to his second point— 
that the land is disposed of by 
public auction. 

Thirdly, he tells you that the 
government is not doing any- 
thing for Fordham that it would 
not be doing for any private in- 
vestor. You get the idea that he 
knows this third one is a phony 
argument—the subsidy is never 
for the private benefit of the 
investor but is in the public 
interest. And the public interest 
cannot be demonstrated in the 
case of a sectarian institution. 


Gone BACK to the public auc- 
tion argument, you decide to 
get more information. You locate 
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a man who knows the operations 
of the Slum Clearance Committee 
packward and forward, and he 
agrees with you that there is a 
constitutional involvement. He 
knows how the “auction” really 
works. There is only one bid, 
since the whole thing has been 
worked out by prearrangement. 
In no case has a successful bid 
been even $1.00 more than the 
minimum - upset bidding price. 
This was due to the fact that 
Commissioner Moses rules with 
an iron hand, and investors who 
want to bid on property are real- 
istic enough not to waste the 
time and money which would be 
involved in trying to buck his 
wishes. 

But even if there were a legiti- 
mate auction, it would not answer 
the constitutional question. Equal 
opportunity for other institu- 
tions, sectarian or non-sectarian, 
to bid on the property does not 
justify the subsidy to a sectarian 
institution if the latter is the 
successful bidder. 

You inquire from various 
sources as to what position has 
been taken by the churches in 
New York. Other than an ccca- 
sional statement by a minister or 
an active layman, the churches 
have not, at least to date, taken 
any public stand on the issue. 

Well, by this time you are 
deeply interested in the Housing 
Act and whether or not it con- 
templated sectarian subsidies. 
The next stop is a law library 
where you can take a look at the 
housing and slum clearance sec- 
tion of the U. S. Code. Particular- 
ly you study the wording of the 
first part of the section which 
gives the thinking behind the 
passage of this statute. 

After some study you are con- 
vinced that the Housing Act pro- 
vided for a sort of financial 
pump-priming action whereby 
the federal government would in- 
duce communities to clear away 
slums and redevelop blighted 
areas—all in the public interest, 
but not for the special benefit of 
sectarian institutions. A _ full 
Study of congressional intent on 
this score would support your 
conviction. Here then is a law 
which has not contemplated any 
constitutional involvement but 
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which is being used as a basis 
for granting of land acquisition 
subsidy in violation of constitu- 
tional principle. 


AN THE WHOLE AFFAIR be 

stopped? Several approaches 
to the Committee on Slum Clear- 
ance have indicated that this 
committee has no intention of 
changing the plans for the Lin- 
coln Square project, so as to avoid 
the constitutional involvement.. 
What about the federal govern- 
ment, which is picking up two- 
thirds of the land acquisition 
cost? Approaches to the Federal 
Housing and Home Finance 
Agency, stating clearly the con- 
stitutional involvement, have 
been ruled “preliminary.” An old 
game. Every approach is ruled 
“preliminary,” until the time 
when the matter has gone beyond 
the point of no return. 

But you’re not willing to give 
up so easily. This is a crucial con- 
test in the battle for separation 
of Church and State. There must 
be some way, you argue. Well, 
perhaps there is. The one thing 
that could save the day would be 
a wide-scale and voluminous pub- 
lic protest. Government officials, 
particularly the Federal Housing 
and Home Finance Agency, as 
well as senators and congression- 
al representatives are in a posi- 
tion to act on this matter if it is 
brought to their attention force- 
fully enough. 

So, with this background in 
hand, you face the $5 million 
question. As a citizen, will you 
carry the matter to government 
authorities, or will we as a nation 
allow sectarian subsidies via slum 
clearance? 


The addresses are as follows: 


The Honorable Albert M. Cole, 
Administrator 
Federal Housing and 
Home Finance Agency 
Washington 25, D.C. 


Your Congressman: 
The Honorable 
House of Representatives 
Washington 25, D.C. 


Your Senator: 
The Honorable 
United States Senate 
Washington 25, D. C. 














HE CAN BE 
CURED 


HIS IS DEMETRIOS CONSTANTAKELIS, 

8 years old, a patient at the Hospital 
of Voula, just outside Athens, Greece. 
He is suffering from tuberculosis of the 
bones and is in pitiful condition. 


He and hundreds of other children 
look to the American Mission to Greeks 
to supply them with the much needed 
antibiotic drugs to enable them to stand 
tall and strong. For $25 this Mission can 
provide sufficient drugs for the average 
treatment of one of these needy chil- 
dren. When we last visited this hospital 
we were shocked to see the tin dishes 
from which they were eating. Even a 
healthy person would lose his appetite 
just from looking at them. We want to 
send several hundred unbreakable plas- 
tic dishes and cups to them as well as 
food, clothing and a few toys. We also 
want to place a Greek New Testament 
by the bedside of each of these children 
who can read. With $10 a total of 40 
New Testaments can be provided. 


Help this child and many others like 
him by sending your contribution to 
American Mission to Greeks, Inc., Rev. 
Spiros Zodhiates, General Secretary, 
P.O. Box 423, Dept. C, New York 36, 
N. Y. (In Canada: 90 Duplex Avenue, 
Toronto 7, Ontario.) All contributions to 
this worthy Mission are tax deductible. 








CANDLE OF 
THE MONTH 


Early in each season a day 
is set apart by the Roman 
Church for special com- 
memoration and fasting. 
Ordinations generally take 
place during these periods. 


EMBER 
DAYS 


e What is the meaning of Ember days? 


e Do they have anything to do 
with Ash Wednesday? 


by Francis J. Kieda 


HE Wednesday, Friday and 

Saturday which follow Decem- 
ber 13, the first Sunday in the 
Lenten season (which occurs this 
year on March 6), Pentecost, and 
September 14 (Exaltation of the 
Cross) are days of fasting and 
are called Ember days. In the 
Latin ritual books they are styled 
Quattuor Tempora (The Four 
Times), because they recur in 
each quarter of the year. 

According to the Encyclopedia 
Britannica, the word “ember” has 
been derived from the Anglo- 
Saxon ymb-ren, a circuit or revo- 
lution (from ymb, around, and 
rennen, to run) ; or else by proc- 
ess of agglutination and phonetic 


14 


e Have they a Christian origin? 


decay exemplified by the German 
quatember, Dutch quatertemper, 
and Danish kratember, it may be 
derived from the Latin quattuor 
tempora. The occurrence of the 
Anglo-Saxon compounds ymbren- 
tid, ymbren-wucan, ymbren-fas- 
ten, ymbren-dagas for Ember 
tide, weeks, fasts, and days favors 
the former derivation, which is 
also confirmed by the use of the 
word imbren in the acts of the 
Council of Aenham in the year 
1009: “Jejunia quattuor tempora 
quae ‘imbren’ vocant.” 


ORIGIN OF THE FEAST 


The practice of observing the 
four times is of ancient origin, for 


ember days were commemorate 
in Rome in St. Augustine’s day, 
In the fourth century there i 
mention of the ember days in the 
writings of Philastrius, Bishop of, 
Brescia. Pope Leo I (440-461), 
who ascribes an apostolic origin 
to the fast, says that the object of 
the fast is for the faithful to puri- 
fy their souls and do penance ag 
they begin each quarter of the 
year. Pope Gregory VII (1073 
1085) definitely arranged and ex- 
tended the four-season fasts to 
the entire Catholic Church. 


PAGAN PROVENANCE 


The Romans of old observed 
the beginning of each season with 
special religious rites. At the time 
of seeding and harvesting they 
performed certain ceremonies t¢ 
implore the aid of their gods: in 
June for a good harvest, in Sep- 
tember for a rich vintage, and in 
December for the seeding. The 
Church of Rome replaced the pa 
gan customs with her own rites, 
blessings and fasts, using the for- 
mer as a base for part of her own 
gigantic superstructure. 

By virtue of the second precept 
of the Roman Church, Catholig 
are obliged to fast on certain days 
of the year. The practice of both 
fasting and abstinence is enjoined 
as a work of “penance for sing 
which have been committed and 
as acts of mortification or self- 
discipline.”* 

Certain rules have been estab. 
lished with regard to fasting. Ac 
cording to Roman Catholic prac 
tice, the law of fasting “permits 
the eating of one full meal. Two 
other meatless meals, sufficient to 
maintain strength, may be taken 
according to each one’s needs, 
but, together, they should not 
equal a full meal. Meat may be 
taken at the principal meal on a 
day of fast except on Fridays, 
Ash Wednesday, and the vigils of 
the Assumption and Christmas. 
Eating between meals is not per 
mitted ; but liquids, including milk 
and fruit juices, are allowed.’”? — 

These laws are binding for 
everyone over twenty-one and ul 
der fifty-nine years of age, though 
there are certain exceptions such 
as the case of a soldier in active 
service. In addition, “when health 
or ability to work would be seré 
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ously impaired, the law does not 
oblige. In doubt concerning fast 
or abstinence, one should consult 
the parish priest or his confes- 
sor.””® 

Perhaps the exceptions should 
be the measure of the importance 
of the laws. 


FORCED FASTING 
UNBIBLICAL 


According to Robert Bellar- 
mine, Jesuit doctor of the Roman 
Catholic Church and renowned 
theologian, the four quarters’ fast 
is based upon the example of the 
Jews, who fasted in the fourth, 
fifth, seventh, and tenth months. 
(Zech. 18:19) Christians, he says, 
should not be inferior to them in 
fasting. He also cites a text from 
Acts in which St. Luke states, 
“Sailing was now dangerous, be- 
cause the fast was passed.” (Acts 
27:9) Bellarmine understands 
this to have reference not to the 
Jewish fast, but to the solemn 
fast of the Christians in the tenth 
month.* 

We must reply that it is un- 
fitting that Christians should imi- 
tate the superstitious fasts of the 
Jews, that is, those that were not 
commanded by God, but invented 
and taken up by themselves, the 
kind for which they were re- 
proved by the Prophet Zechariah, 
who said: “When ye fasted and 
mourned in the fifth and seventh 
month . . . did ye at all fast unto 
Me, even to Me?” (Zech. 7:5) 

The fasts of the Jews were gen- 
erally observed on special occa- 
sions: the fast of the fourth 
month (June 17) in remembrance 
of the breaking up of the wall of 
Jerusalem (Jer. 52:6, 7) ; another 
in the fifth month (July 4) in re- 
membrance of the burning of the 
Temple (Jer. 52:12, 13) ; another 
in the seventh month (September 
3) in remembrance of the slaying 
of Gedaliah, which completed their 
dispersion (Jer. 41:14); and an- 
other in the tenth month (Decem- 
ber 10) in remembrance of the 
beginning of the siege of Jerusa- 
lem (II Kings 25:1; Jer. 52:4). 

Prescribed times of fast in the 
Church of Rome are of human 
constitution. Moreover, they are 
contrary to the Apostle’s teach- 
ing. Paul writes to the Galatians: 
“Ye observe days, and months, 


B MARCH, 


1957 


and times, and years,” thus re- 
turning to the bondage of the Old 
Law: “but now, after that ye have 
known God, or rather are known 
of God, how turn ye again to the 
weak and beggarly rudiments, 
whereunto ye desire again to be in 
bondage?” (Gal. 4:10 and 4:9, 
margin) 


SCRIPTURAL VIEW 


Fasting should not be imposed 
by law. Christians should be at 
liberty to fast at any time. Ori- 
gen declares that “it is Christian 
liberty to fast at any time, not of 
a superstitious observation, but of 
a virtuous continency.’”® And in 
another place he says: “If thou 
wilt fast according to Christ, all 
the time of the year is fit.’’* 

The Apostles did not impose 
any definite fasts to be kept by 
all. Chrysostom remarked once 
that “fasting is good, but let no 
man be compelled thereunto.” 
Cardinal Cajetan maintained that 
“in the primitive church fasting 
was free, and not tied to pre- 
scribed times.””’ 

In the Gospel of Mark we read 
that Jesus was blamed by the 
Pharisees for eating and drinking 
with disreputable people. (Mark 
2:16) Matthew places a like re- 
proach in the mouths of the dis- 
ciples of John the Baptist. (Matt. 
9:11) In Mark 2:18 the fasting 
of the disciples of the Baptist is 
contrasted with the neglect of 
fasting by our Lord and His 
disciples. 

Christ responds thus: “Can the 
sons of the bridechamber fast 
while the bridegroom is with 
them?” He predicts fasting for 
the children of the bridechamber 
after the bridegroom has been 
taken away. We must under- 
stand “fasting” here in a meta- 
phorical sense. On another occa- 
sion, Jesus in the Sermon on the 
Mount recommends fasting im- 
plicitly. He forbids his listeners 
only from parading their self- 
abnegation or mortification before 
others, “as hypocrites of a sad 
countenance.” (Matt. 6:16) 

God alone should be aware of 
our fasting. It is a personal mat- 
ter, one of the interior life, ema- 
nating from one’s own personal, 
spiritual motives, to honor God, 
and not from any formalistic and 


legalistic concepts pertaining to a 
system of religion. 

We conclude with Paul’s exhor- 
tation to the Romans: “Let not 
him that eateth despise him that 
eateth not; and let not him which 
eateth not judge him that eateth 

. For the kingdom of God is 
not meat and drink; but right- 
eousness, and peace, and joy in 
the Holy Ghost.” (Rom. 14:3, 17) 

“Let every man be fully per- 
suaded in his own mind.” (Rom. 
14:5) 


* National Catholic Almanac, edited 
by Rev. Felician A. Foy, O.F.M. 
(Paterson, New Jersey, St. Anthony’s 
Guild, 1954), p. 25. 

* Loc. Cit. 

* Loc. Cit. 

*St. Robert Bellarmine, Opera, tom. 
4, lib. 2, c. 19, p. 1479. 

* Origen, Homilia 10 in Leviticum, in 
Patrologia Caill. (Paris, 1842), tom. 


* Catharinus, De praecepto jejuni 
adversus Cajetanum, quoted by An- 
drew Willett, D.D., Synopsis Papismi, 
or A General View of the Papacy, 
(London, 1852), Vol. VIII, p. 253. 
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Your heart will burn within as 
you read the testimonies of these 
priests and nuns. 
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EYES OF THE WORLD 


Frustrated TV Fan 
in the Vatican 


In an audience granted to stars of 
an Italian TV quiz program, Pius 
XII admitted he was a frustrated TV 
fan, whose knowledge of this form of 
entertainment is mostly derived from 
the reading he does about it rather 
than from actual watching. The Pope 
has TV sets both in the Vatican and 
at his summer residence in Castel 
Gandolfo. 


Dry Brainwash 


Msgr. John T. Smith, chaplain of 
the Coral Gables, Florida, Veterans’ 
Hospital, urged priests to use the VA 
hospitals to gain new converts. “The 
Marquis of Queensbury rules do not 
hold for the hospital chaplain,” he 
said. “We hit ’em while they’re 
down.” 

“Men who may have forgotten God 
find on arrival that there’s nothing 
so productive of meditation as a 
supine position and a blank ceiling. 
In fact, it’s a dry brainwash, and 
when the chaplain appears on the 
scene, he finds the patient usually in 
a very receptive attitude.” 

There are 151 VA _ hospitals 
stretched across the nation, and to 
the Roman Church this represents 
“151 deft movements of the finger of 
Providence.” “Converts,” added Mon- 
signor Smith, “are quite numerous, 
and are usually owing to literature or 
counsel proffered by the chaplain.” 
Cardinal Spellman, to whom monthly 
reports are sent, expressed it this 
way in a letter written to a patient: 
“Your stay at the veterans’ hospital 
is a providential period of grace.” 
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The Catholic chaplains operate on 
an efficiency basis. The same strin- 
gent routine is followed daily. After 
morning mass, all new patients are 
visited immediately. During the day 
all the other patients are also visited, 
both Protestant and Catholic. The 
chaplain even takes time for confer- 
ences with worried relatives in the 
privacy of his office. 


Jesuit Praises Protestantism 


The Rev. Ignacio Vergara, a Jesuit 
priest in Chile, has stated that the 
great success of the Evangelicals in 
that country is due to their “dynamic 
passion,” in contrast to the indif- 
ference of the Roman Catholics. 

“For Evangelicals, Christianity is 
above all a total adherence to a liv- 
ing Person,” he noted, “whereas the 
only religion that most Catholics 
know is a series of meaningless 
rites, wholly unconnected with daily 
living. People who have been victims 
of vice and turn Evangelical experi- 
ence a radical change. The Evan- 
gelicals present to them a Christ who 
can change human beings.” 

The Jesuit priest further pointed 
out that in embracing Protestantism 
the Chilean is given the opportunity 
of taking an active part in his new 
group. Since most of the Protestant 
movements in Chile are indigenous 
he does not feel that he belongs to 
some “foreign” church. 

Father Vergara further proved 
his point by reminding his fellow- 
countrymen that out of a population 
of seven million over 700,000 are 
Protestants. 


it Can Happen Here 


In the latest copyrighted census” 
report released by the National 
Council of Churches, Roman Catho- 
lics outnumber Protestants in New 
England two to one. The breakdown | 
of figures gives the total percentage 
of church members as 66.7, of which 
Protestants number 19.4 percent and 
Roman Catholics 43.8 percent. The 
Jews account for the remaining 3.6 
percent. The late Cardinal O’Con-7 
nell of Boston certainly knew what 
he was talking about when he said 
the Roman Catholics came as serv- 
ants and are now masters. 


Incident and Coincidence 


The Rev. Francis P. Brady of the 
Roman Catholic Church of Our Lady 
of Mercy has forbidden his teen- 
agers to frequent the youth canteen 
in East Greenwich, near Providence, 

The non-sectarian youth activities 
are held in a hall built by the First 
Baptist Church for the purpose of” 
providing badly needed supervised 
recreation for the town’s youth. The 
Rev. John Wilbur, Jr., pastor of the 
church, said that the Roman Cath- 
olic young people had been enthu- 
siastic, appreciative, and cooperative 
until “their ecclesiastical dictator 
forbade them to enter those doors— 
not the doors of a Protestant church 
—not a young people’s meeting, but 
the doors of a teenage canteen that 
for the want of a better place is at 
least made available by a Baptist 
church.” 

An interesting sidelight to the 
controversy was published in a Prov- 
idence newspaper. The rebroadcast 
of Pastor Wilbur’s Sunday sermon, 
in which the foregoing controversy 
was aired, was cut off by station 
WWRI officials midway through the 
program. The owner of the station 
explained that the tape broke and 
then he decided not to broadcast the 
remainder because of its “highly 
controversial” nature. Providence, it 
will be remembered, is_ strongly 
Catholic. 


Mission to the Middle West 


The Extension Society, Roman 
Catholic organization for home mis- 
sions, disclosed in its annual meeting 
in Chicago that during 1955 it spent 
a total of $1,807,123. Of this, $991, 
606 went for the building of new 
churches in areas with a low Catho- 
lic population. This society has been 
responsible for most of the church 
and school building programs in the 
rural Middle West, where the Cath- 
olic representation is not comparable 
to that of other parts of the count 
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“Now Is the Time for 
All Good American Catholics..." 


At the close of the annual meet- 
ing of the Roman Catholic episco- 
pacy in Washington, D. C., a reso- 
jution was passed urging the estab- 
lishment of an international order 
based on justice and charity. Refer- 
ring to the situation in the Middle 
East and in Hungary, the episcopal 
body voiced a call to American 
Catholics to back the action of Pope 
Pius XII, stating that “with him, 
we emphasize the paramount need 
for a heightened concept of the 
validity of law among nations as 
among men.” 


Colombian Investigation 


A two-man team of investigators 
was suggested by the Canadian 
Council of Churches for a spot check 
of the much-talked-about situation 
in Colombia. This resolution, reached 
at the bi-annual meeting of the Ca- 
nadian Council at Kitchener, On- 
tario, was sent to the World Council 
of Churches. Dr. John Mackay, presi- 
dent of Princeton Theological Semi- 
nary, was proposed as one of the 
two-member committee. The , other 
candidate is Dr. Frederick Dolde of 
Philadelphia, director of the Com- 
mission of the Church on Interna- 
tional Affairs. The Council also 
urged the Canadian government to 
use its good offices and its influence 
in the U. N. to effect the restoration 
of religious freedom in Spain and 
Colombia. 


Uncle Sam's Tax-Free Boarders 


Paul Blanshard recently appeared 
before a House Ways and Means 
Subcommittee of Congress and pro- 
tested what he termed “tax favorit- 
ism” on the part of the U. S. Gov- 
ernment toward the Roman Catholic 
Church. 

Singling out for their particular 
attention the distillery of the Chris- 
tian Brothers at Napa, California, 
and the Jesuit-owned radio stations, 
Mr. Blanshard said: 

“There is nothing in the House 
and Senate debates on tax exemption 
to indicate that Congress ever in- 
tended to exempt such enterprises as 
brandy-making, bingo or commercial 
radio stations from taxes on unre- 
lated (church) income.” 

Blanshard also pointed out that 
there is a discriminatory advantage 
to the Roman Catholic Church from 
existing provisions of law permitting 
an additional ten percent income tax 
reduction above the standard twenty 
percent on gifts, in case of gifts to 
church religious orders. He strongly 
protested the continued exemption of 
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Catholic teaching sisters on public 
school payrolls from payment of in- 
come tax. He stated: 

“We believe that when they accept 
the compensation from any govern- 
ment (or state, or city) they become 
agents of the community. As such 
they are taxable, and should be 
treated like all those other Ameri- 
can taxpayers who are permitted 
only a small percentage deduction for 
charity in their income tax returns.” 


Thought Control 


At the twenty-fifth anniversary 
convention of the Catholic School 
Press Association in Milwaukee, 
Wisconsin, the Rev. John J. Grant of 
Boston told the audience that jour- 
nalism is comparable in its role to 
“the pulpit and schoolroom.” Father 
Grant, an editor himself, stressed the 
role of mediation between events 
and the public at large which is 
effected by the journalist. 

“Since the public is essentially in- 
terested in the accumulation of facts 
in order to form opinions and useful 
personal and public policies, the 
journalist is in the rare position of 
being able, by the ability of his re- 
porting, actually to influence the 
thinking processes of as many thou- 
sands of people as the presses can 
provide with copies of his paper,” 
the priest said. 

A delegate from England, the Rev. 
Joseph Christie, S.J., while empha- 
sizing the fact that Catholics are the 
largest “church-going lot in Eng- 
land,” complained that Catholics are 
not treated fairly in that country, 
commenting that a “Bishop Sheen 
personality could not be developed in 
England.” The reason, he said, is 
that in England Catholicism is not 
taken “for granted” as it is in the 
U. S. A. 


Straddling the Fence 


Known as the “Progressive Catho- 
lic Intellectuals Club,” a new lay 
organization has been set up in Com- 
munist Poland. This time, in spite 
of the term “progressive” which in 
the Communist-dominated countries 
has always denoted close ties: with 
the government, the organization is 
said to be established with the 
chrism of the Roman Catholic 
Church and with the guarantee of 
complete allegiance to the latter. 
Among the resolutions adopted by 
the new organization are a welcome 
to Cardinal Wyszynski, upon his re- 
turn to the regency of the See, and 
a declaration of support to Wlady- 
slaw Gomulka, new First Secretary 
of the Polish Communist Party. 


- » » Quite Contrary 


In Colombo, Ceylon, local Catholics 
staged a demonstration in protest 
against the publication of a book 
which they declared was offensive to 
Mary. While five processions, each 
headed by a statue of Mary, were 
on the march through the city, two 
stores that showed the book were 
raided. 


Brotherly Love 


Purporting to settle the differ- 
ences between state and church in 
Poland, a new commission was 
formed under the aegis of the Po- 
lish government. Initial contacts 
with officials of the Roman Catholic 
Church -were reported to be satis- 
factory and the talks were “being 
conducted in an atmosphere of sin- 
cerity and a desire to find a realistic 
solution acceptable to both sides.” 

Regret was also expressed for past 
procedures in settling controversial 
issues. These were said to have 
been “improperly treated.” As a fol- 
low-up of the new climate of coop- 
eration between the Roman Catholic 
Church and the Polish Communist 
government, representatives from 
the government and the civic admin- 
istration attended ceremonies in the 
Gniezno Cathedral marking the re- 
turn to his See of Cardinal Wyszyn- 
ski. The Cardinal had so far been 
considered persona non grata by the 
Polish government and kept in 
prison for three years. 


Erred (Pardon the Word) 


In the American Ecclesiastical Re- 
view, a Roman Catholic magazine, 
the question was asked as to whether 
or not a Catholic fraternal organi- 
zation might offer the facilities of 
their building to the local Baptists 
who had lost their building by fire. 
Father Francis J. Connell, a top 
canonist of the Roman Church, an- 
swered that inasmuch as the religion 
of the Baptist was false the Catholic 
organzation erred in permitting them 
the use of their hall. 

This drew a protest from a Roman 
Catholic layman, Mr. John G. Barry, 
of Baltimore, who commented in a 
letter to Time magazine: 

“The very Rev. Francis J. Con- 
nell’s comments on interfaith relations 
raise the earth-shaking dilemma: 
while driving to Mass on a Sunday 
morning, I often drop off my (par- 
don the word) Protestant wife at 
the church of her choice. By such 
action am I aiding and abetting a 
great conspiracy against the Al- 
mighty? Or should I be on the safe 
side and let the poor misguided 
heathen walk?” 
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REVOLT! 


by Gustavo Verdesi 


"The spirit of man grows in freedom; it withers in chains." 


ID I BECOME A PROTESTANT— 
or have I always unconscious- 
ly been a Protestant? 

We Italians, in spite of our ex- 
treme individualism, make a sort 
of fetish of names and traditions. 
In Italy very often you hear peo- 
ple say, ““‘We were born Catholics 
and we must remain Catholics,” 
because they do not take pains to 
analyze the spurious Catholicism 
they profess, which would cer- 
tainly be condemned by the Ro- 
man Church. Even the highest- 
ranking personalities are afraid 
to recognize the spiritual dynam- 
ics of their religious feelings— 
which privilege is one of the 
greatest characteristics of Protes- 
tantism—and prefer to stand, 
traditionally, for a denomination 
which, on the contrary, holds to 
the most rigid crystallization of 
religious doctrines. 

During the first Great War, af- 
ter I had left the Roman Catholic 
Church and had already spent 
three years of study at the Free 
Theological Faculty in Geneva 
and a few years in the evangeli- 
cal ministry, I was drafted for 
military service and promoted to 
lieutenant in the Italian Army. 
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— Bernard M. Baruch 


My daily prayer was then: “Al- 
mighty Father, if it is Thy will, 
I offer Thee my blood and my life, 
but spare me the necessity of be- 
ing responsible for the sufferings 
and death of other people.” 

My prayer was soon answered. 
Near the battlefield, during a 
drill, a soldier by error threw a 
bomb in my direction and I was 
wounded. After my recovery I 
was sent back to my regiment in 
Rome for sedentary services. 

One morning, having a day off, 
I was tempted to pay an unex- 
pected visit to the Sisters of the 
Divine Providence, to whom, af- 
ter my ordination to the priest- 
hood, I had been assigned as a 
chaplain. They lived in a beauti- 
ful villa, the use of which had 
been offered to them by Prince 
Lancellotti, and there they took 
care of the education of about one 
hundred girls. 7 

What pleasant memories the 
approach to that villa and the 
sight of its various majestic trees 
awakened in my soul! There I had 
founded a boys’ association, with 
the purpose of taking poor boys 
off the street, to impart to them 
religious and civic instruction 


and give them the opportunity to © 
spend many afternoons a week in 
healthful sports and recreation. 
I had given that association the 
suggestive name “Religion and 
Work,” and had provided the boys 
with showy uniforms. 

Their colorful banner had been 
blessed in a solemn ceremony by 
Cardinal Martinelli. I had ob- 
tained for them a special audience 
with Pope Pius X. I had played 
with them as one of them. I had 
sacrificed for them time and 
money. The Sisters of the Divine 
Providence had always been most 
kind to me, treating me as moth- 
ers would treat their own chil- 
dren. Even after I had left the 
Catholic Church, they had shown 
me many signs of their affection. 

When, therefore, I reached the 
door of the convent, my heart was 
throbbing, moved by so many 
emotions. 


BORN A PROTESTANT 


I rang the bell and the sister 
door-keeper recognized my voice. 
Like Rhoda the maid in the house 
of Mary, the mother of John 
Mark, she left me waiting at the 
door like Peter and rushed to in- 
form the Mother Superior and all 
the other sisters of my unexpected 
visit. How glad they were to see 
me! Soon they started to ask me 
about a thousand things. 

“Our dear son,” said the Moth- 
er Superior, “how could you be so 
cruel as not to answer my tele- 
gram in which I begged you to 
put an end to my anguish? When 
we heard that you were at the 
point of leaving the Catholic 
Church, we couldn’t believe it. I 
thought I would die broken-heart- 
ed! Our Don Gustavo whom we 
considered a saint, a new Saint 
Paul! Here you are... Are you 
coming to us as the prodigal son 
returning to his Father’s house? 
We heard that you had been 
wounded. When that cursed bomb 
burst near you, did you at least 
regret what you had done? Do you 
repent now? 

“We know also that you are 
married, that you have children! 
As you certainly know, the Pope, 
our Holy Father, has the power 
to adjust everything if you only 
decide to come back to your Moth- 
er Church. We have always 
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prayed for you. Not one day did 


our girls forget to pray for you. 
Give us, today, the good tidings 
that our prayers are answered.” 

There was such sincerity and 
anxiety in her words, such fer- 
vent expectation in her eyes, that 
I remained a few moments in si- 
lence, in suspense, not knowing 
what I would answer. But no! 
Moved by false pity, I would not 
mislead that poor woman. 

“Mother,” I said, “I am sorry 
to grieve you, but how could I 
have regretted following the dic- 
tates of my conscience? Never 
have I enjoyed such peace as since 
I left everything to follow my 
Saviour, Jesus Christ.” 

Poor Mother Superior! She cast 
down her eyes and her lips quiv- 
ered, perhaps in an inaudible 
prayer. Then one of the sisters, 
with a fiery temper, said, “Mother 
Superior, how many times did I 
tell you that there was no hope? 
Don Gustavo was born a Protes- 
tant!” 


ES, SHE TOLD THE TRUTH! 

What an individual faith mine 
had been, even when I was in 
bondage to the Roman Catholic 
Church. It seemed able to fight 
against any obstacle, any human 
interference; able, I would almost 
say, to perform miracles, to give 
up sacrificially everything except 
my spiritual freedom. I felt dom- 
inated only by God. Trusting Him 
as a child would trust his mother, 
candidly I would make terms with 
Him. 

Once, seeing my family in dis- 
tress because of my brother’s ill- 
ness, I entered a church and 
kneeling down I prayed: “My 
God, if you really call me, my 
brother must recover.” And my 
brother recovered! 


In the monastery of Saint Paul 
in Rome, annexed to the beautiful 
Basilica, where I spent five years 
of my adolescence, very often 
when some beautiful and solemn 
ceremonies were held, fearing 
that the bad weather could be the 
cause of poor attendance, I dared 
to bless the clouds in silent pray- 
er. What great joy I experienced 
later when I saw the sky clearing! 
I was always ready to worship the 
Divine authority, inasmuch as it 
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was God speaking to me, enlight- 
ening and comforting my heart, 
but no human authority ever ex- 
ercised a very great impression 
on me. 

Later, very often, I had the oc- 
casion to approach cardinals, 
princes, Pope Pius X, and once 
the King and Queen of Italy and 
even Mussolini. But I never felt 
intimidated by their personalities. 
Behind the honored titles they 
possessed I always sensed the 
fragility and limitations of their 
human nature. By way of con- 
trast, the contact with a pure and 
saintly life or a strong, heroic 
character was for me a source of 
great inspiration, of rapture and 
exaltation. The fact that some- 
thing was forbidden to me by man 
and not by my inner conscience 
was a motive of attraction and of 
the need to experience it. 


MADONNA MIA! 


Very often a single happening 
may permanently change the ten- 
or of a whole life. 

I was thirteen years old when 
I was sent by my family to spend 
a week in a special Catholic In- 
stitute, where boys were prepared 
for their first Communion. 

The Roman Catholic Church 
has special psychological methods 
to impress the people. For seven 
days we boys spent all our time 
in religious instructions, prayers, 
and meditations, without having 
any kind of recreation. One eve- 
ning we had to attend to that re- 
ligious exercise called “Via Cru- 
cis,” the Way of the Cross. Along 
th2 walls of the room were hang- 
ing twelves pictures representing 
the suffering of Jesus after His 
arrest, and in front of each pic- 
ture two candles were burning. A 
preacher was explaining the 
meaning of those pictures, moving 
our hearts with various exhorta- 
tions, and by the time he had 
finished explaining the last one, 
representing the death of Jesus 
on the Cross, the large room was 
almost dark. 

At that moment the preacher, 
pointing in the picture to the 
mother of Jesus and emphasizing 
her anguish in giving up her Son 
for us, exclaimed in a dramatic 
tone, “Would you like to see the 
Madonna?” 


“Yes!” everybody cried. 

Suddenly a large curtain, which 
separated a chapel that we had 
never seen before, was with- 
drawn, and the image of Mary ap- 
peared above the altar, surround- 
ed by hundreds upon hundreds of 
lighted candles. 

Imagine the emotion of all 
those boys! Rushing to the altar, 
they cried out hysterically, ““Ma- 
donna mia! Madonna mia!” 


EMEMBERING THAT EXPERIENCE 
after my conversion, I smiled 
with pity thinking that our Lord 
Jesus Christ, the Light of the 
World, was left in the darkness so 
that a show of Mary, His humble 
mother, could be made. But at 
that time I too was very much 
impressed, and although I couldn’t 
shed a tear or utter a word be- 
cause of my great emotion, I then 
decided to dedicate all my life to 
the service of God. 

That resolution became strong- 
er when I went back to the public 
technical school which I was at- 
tending and where I had first- 
hand knowledge of the immorality 
of some boys who thereafter were 
expelled from all public schools. 
I realized then how much the 
world was in need of workers for 
its spiritual salvation, and I 
longed to turn over my whole life 
to God and be worthy of becoming 
a priest. 

In my enthusiasm and impul- 
siveness, however, I did not stop 
to consider any possible opposi- 
tion on the part of my family due 
either to the kind of study I was 
about to undertake or to personal 
prejudices. My mother had had 
eleven children, of whom nine 
were still living. I was one of the 
youngest and, as it happens, was 
continually bossed by the older 
ones. One of them, disapproving 
my plan of changing the initiated 
course of studies and also dis- 
liking the idea of having a priest 
in the family, succeeded in incit- 
ing the rest of the family against 
me, except my father who wanted 
me to be left free to pursue my 
call. 

So for almost two years I be- 
came the cause of frequent and 
violent quarrels among those who 
were most dear to me. I often 
wished I could find a way to re- 
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store peace, but how? Could I re- 
nounce my vocation? No! I would 
have preferred death. The more I 
was contradicted and persecuted, 
the firmer I became. Finally, all 
by myself, I succeeded in finding 
the means to enter the above- 
mentioned monastery of the Bene- 
dictines in the Basilica of Saint 
Paul, and my brothers, tired of 
fighting against what they called 
my stubbornness, did not inter- 
fere any more. 


THE CONTRADICTION 


I still like to recall the five 
years I spent among such scholars 
and devout men as those monks. 
I grew spiritually living so near— 
as I thought—the tomb of the 
great apostle Paul. But soon I 
felt the contradiction between his 
indefatigable life for the cause of 
Christ and our selfish life devoted 
to prayer and study but lacking 
the throbbing solicitude for the 
sufferings and needs of mankind. 
The contradiction also between 
the austere life dictated by the 
rule of Saint Benedict, prescrib- 
ing night watch in prayer, fasting 
and other mortifications, and our 
easy way of life, our luxurious 
and succulent table, stirred my 
rebellious soul. Without criticiz- 
ing others, I myself started to ob- 
serve the rule as best I could, 
getting up in the middle of the 
night to pray, making my bed less 
comfortable, and renouncing the 
rich, appetizing food that was 
served, satisfied with just the 
necessities of life. 


I remember once, after refus- 
ing a large beefsteak served with 
vegetables, I was commanded 
by the prior of the monastery, 
who for a long time had watched 
my doings, to eat all that I had 
been served. I disobeyed and con- 
sequently had to bear a severe and 
painful reprimand. Of course, I 
realize that it was not the correct 
way to act, because obedience to 
one’s superiors is demanded, but 
at the time I felt that I was ac- 
countable only to God for my be- 
havior and that I should seek to 
know and obey only His will. 

Later a physician was called to 
examine me for my neurasthenic 
condition, and he suggested a 
more active life. I left the monas- 
tery of Saint Paul with regret 
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and entered the Roman Seminary. 
Four years later I was ordained 
a priest. 


PRIEST WITH A FUTURE 


How many different feelings 
pervaded my soul the day of my 
first mass! Fear, elation, the ful- 
fillment of what I had most de- 
sired ... 

“Am I just a mortal creature?” 
I asked myself when friends and 
relatives came to kiss my conse- 
crated hands. My mother kissing 
my hands and weeping—she who 
in her liberalism had many times 
boasted of never having kissed a 
priest’s hand!—Did I belong to 
this world, or was I above the 
world? 

I immediately met with the fa- 
vor of my superiors, and in spite 
of my youth I was granted per- 
mission to preach and confess. 
As I have already said, I was 
named chaplain of the Sisters of 
the Divine Providence, and after- 
wards vice-rector of one of the 
greatest and most beautiful 
churches in Rome, St. Mary of the 
Angels, built on the Thermae of 
the Roman Emperor Diocletian, a 
church where the members of the 
Royal Family used to have the 
wedding ceremony. I was also 
chosen to be the secretary of Car- 
dinal Martinelli, and I held other 
very important and honorable 
offices. 

As a Roman priest I had a won- 
derful future in pros~ect. I might 
mention many of my colleagues, 
still living, who hold the highest 
positions in the Roman Church, 
as for instance Msgr. Borgoncini 
Duca, who recently happened to 
meet me in New York; Cardinal 
Shuster of Milan, from whom I 
still possess many letters; Cardi- 
nal Fumasoni Biondi, and many 
others. But when the inevitable 
happened, when my faith in the 
Roman Church was shaken, I felt 
that I had to brush aside career, 
fortune and honors in order to 
obey my conscience. 


WILL-O’-THE-WISPS 


My first doubts were about the 
dogma of Transubstantiation, ac- 
cording to which I had to believe 
that every time I celebrated the 
Mass and repeated the words of 
Jesus, “This is my body .. . this 


is my blood” not only did the 


bread and wine lose their very 
substance, becoming the real body 
and blood of Christ, but as the re- 
sult of my act the death of Christ 
on the cross was renewed. I, with 
all my sins, having the power and 
the privilege of disposing of the 
body of Jesus Christ and of creat- 
ing from a plain wafer the Divine 
Substance of my heartbroken Sa- 
viour who died for me! 

At least, scrupulous as I was, 
every time I had to celebrate the 
Mass, I did it with trembling for 
my indignity and asked God’s for- 
giveness. But how could God al- 
low His beloved Son to be handled, 
eaten, distributed by some priests 
whose private lives I knew to be 
unworthy of their vocation and of 
their priesthood? After the hu- 
miliation of the cross, I felt that 
Jesus could not bear a greater 
one. 

In vain I tried to follow the ad- 
vice of my confessor: “Do not 
reason. Think that it is a sin to 
persist willingly in your doubts. 
Believe only what the Church 
teaches.” 

I couldn’t! How many nights of 
spiritual torture did I spend, 
straining my eyes over the New 
Testament and other books, hop- 
ing to find an answer to my ex- 
cruciating doubts. Against the 
materialistic interpretation of the 
sixth chapter of John given by 
the Roman Catholic Church, there 
kept flashing through my mind 
the following verse: “It is the 
spirit that quickeneth; the flesh 
profiteth nothing; the words that 
I speak unto you, they are spirit, 
and they are life.” (John 6:63) 

Once, while celebrating the 
Mass, I was so troubled in my 
soul that I did not know how to 
proceed and for a few seconds I 
remained in a state of suspense. 

“Father,” one of the nuns asked 
me later in the sacristy as I was 
divesting myself of my ceremonial 
robes, “isn’t it true that this 
morning you had some moments 
of ecstasy?” 

Ecstasy? Rather, I suffered the 
tortures of the damned as I came 
to witness day by day the disin- 
tegration of a faith for which I 
had fought so strenuously and as 
I grasped in vain those intellec- 
tual lights, elusive and misleading 
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as will-o’ -the-wisps, which had 
previously given such security to 
the paths of my life. 

Why were the symbols with 
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reading of various Protestant au- 
thors whom I had before been 
taught to consider taboo. In addi- 
tion, the agnosticism of Huxley 
and the Critique of Pure Reason 
by Immanuel Kant helped me get 
rid of many prejudices and stated 
The philosophy of Berg- 
son, however, favoring the direct 
intuition as a means of attaining 
knowledge, helped me to find God 
again in myself. The impossibility 
of “reasoning” Him made me feel 
the need of His revelation. Jesus 
became a necessity for my inner 
How could I go to 
the Father without Him? Letting 
Jesus live in my heart helped me 
to know God intuitively, in all His 
beauty, in all His goodness and 
love, and to love Him as I had 
never been able to do before. 


religious life. 


Another motive for my inner 
revolt was the fact that so often 
I was obliged to give up my mis- 
sionary work for stupid formali- 
ties—to neglect, for instance, the 
young people’s association I had 
founded just to hold the long train 
of Cardinal Martinelli’s cape at 
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various religious ceremonies. 

I wish my readers could fathom 
the moments of depression and of 
spiritual elation I went through, 
sometimes tempted to give up my 
interior fight and let my con- 
science sleep, as many other 
priests do, and other times deter- 
mined in my heart to challenge 
and to fight the whole world! 

“Light—give me light!” I used 
to implore my God. “Remember 
the consecration of my youth to 
Thee. Do not abandon me in this 
hour of distress. Show me the 
right way and grant me the cour- 
age to follow it, difficult as it 
might be. I cannot be undecided 
any longer!” 

That light and that courage 
came to me through one of my 
worst experiences and most ter- 
rible sufferings. It is the last blow 
of the ax that determines the fall- 
ing of a tree. Thus it happened 
to me. It was the last blow which 
made me come to the decision to 
leave the Roman Church as soon 
as possible. 

(To be continued) 
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MYSTERY OF THE 
SEVEN CHURCHES 


CHMOMOMOMOMOMOMOMOMOMOMOMOMOMOMOMOMOMOMOMOMOMOMOMO NCI 


by JOSEPH A. SEISS, D.D. 


“I John . 


. - heard behind me a great voice, as of a trumpet, 


saying, I am Alpha and Omega, the first and the last: and, What 


thou seest, write in a book, and send it unto the seven churches which 


are in Asia; unto Ephesus, and unto Smyrna, and unto Pergamos, 


and unto Thyatira, and unto Sardis, and unto Philadelphia, and unto 


Laodicea.”’ 


(Rev. 1:9-11) 


PaRT Two 


N THE VIEW of these Epistles 

which I have been endeavoring 
to bring out, we can be at no great 
loss to know what Nicolaitanism 
is. If they relate to successive 
phases of the Church general, 
there can be no disagreement as 
to the identity of the Smyrna 
period with the era of the Pagan 
persecutions. Smyrna was to 
have a tribulation of “ten days”; 
and all ecclesiastical writers agree 
in enumerating “ten” of these 
persecutions, raging most fear- 
fully during ten years, from the 
decree of Diocletian in A.D. 303 
to the Constantinian edict of Mi- 
lan in A.D. 313. Even the oppo- 
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nents of the prophetic view of 
these Epistles agree that “Smyrna 
represents excellently well the 
ecclesia pressa in its last and 
most terrible struggles with hea- 
then Rome.” 

The distinctive Pergamite peri- 
od did not therefore commence 
before the fourth century. And 
as we find these Nicolaitanes in 
full sway in this period, and giv- 
ing character to it, it follows un- 
mistakably that they were not a 
primitive sect, of which some 
have spoken, but of which no one 
knows anything. Existing already 
in the Ephesian era, we find Nico- 
laitanism stretching through cen- 


turies and exerting an influencg 
so marked that it is not possible 
that history should be entirely si 
lent with reference to it, although 
not known by this name. : 

The truth is that it figure 
largely in all Church annals; and 
we have only to look at the signi. 
fication of the name which Christ 
gives it and at the characteristi¢ 
tendencies of the period succeed 
ing the Pagan persecutions 
identify it. We know that it wa 
a thing which started in practice 
and afterwards embodied itself ip 
theory, and became a feature of 
doctrine. We know that it wag 
something which put down the 
people, superseded them in thei 
rights, and set them aside; for 
this is the plain import of the 
name which Christ gives it, and 
the names which are divinely gi 
en are always exactly descriptive 
of the things or persons that 
ceive them. 


“THIS THING | HATE” 


We also know, from the Scri 
tures and from the common 
resentations of all ecclesiastical 
historians, that the Church w 
hardly founded until it began t 
be troubled with the lordly pre 
tensions and doings of arrogant 
men, in violation of the commoy 
priesthood of believers, and sé 
tling upon ministers the attribute 
and prerogatives of a magisterial 
order, against which Peter, Ps 
and John were moved to declar 
their apostolic condemnation, bit 
which grew nevertheless ani 
presently became fixed upon 
Church as part of its essenti 
system. 

We know that there is to thi 
day a certain teaching, and clain 
and practice, in the largest pari 
of the professed Church, acco 
ing to which a certain order sé 
ers itself entirely from the laity 
assumes the rights and titles 6 
priesthood, asserts superiorifj 
and authority over the rest 
spiritual matters, denies the right 
of any one, whatever his gifts @ 
graces, to teach or preach in 
Church who has not been regulat 
ly initiated into the mysteriot 
puissance of its own self-constt 
tuted circle, and puts forward it 
creatures, however glaringly ¢ 
ficient in those heavenly gif 


THE CONVERTED CATHOLIC MAGAZINE | 





which really make the minister, 
as Christ’s only authorized her- 
alds, before whom every one else 
must be mute and passive and 
whose words and administrations 
every one must receive, on pain 
of exclusion from the hope of 
salvation. 

We also know that this system 
of clericalism and _ hierarchical 
dominance claims to have come 
down from the earliest periods of 
the Church, and traces for itself 
a regular succession through the 
Christian centuries and appeals 
to patristic practice as its chief 
basis, vindication and boast. We 
know that it first came into effec- 
tive sway in the period immedi- 
ately succeeding the Pagan per- 
secutions, reaching its fullest em- 
podiment in Romanism and has 
perpetuated itself in the same 
even to our day and to our very 
doors. And if we would know 
what the Lord Jesus thinks of it, 
we have only to recur to these 
Epistles, in which He lays His 
hand right on it, and says: “This 
thing I hate.” 


ADULTEROUS UNION 


Contemporaneous with the 
flowering of Nicolaitanism was 
another influential and character- 
izing feature manifested in the 
Church, of which the name of 
Pergamos itself is significant—a 
certain marriage with worldly 
power, which the Saviour pro- 
nounces adulterous, idolatrous, 
and Balaamitic. Nor can we be 
in doubt respecting this, any more 
than the other. 

Its development is located in 
the period immediately succeed- 
ing the Pagan persecutions, when 
the Church, according to all his- 
torians, sacred and secular, did 
consent to one of the most marked 
and marvelous alliances that has 
occurred in all its history. We 
know that there was then formed 
aunion between the Church and 
the empire, which the fall of that 
empire hardly dissolved, and 
which has been perpetuated in 
the union of Church and State in 
the greater part of Christendom 
down to this very hour. It was an 
alliance cried up at the time, and 
by many since, as the realization 
of the millennium itself and the 
great consummating victory of 
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the cross. 

But Christ here gives His ver- 
dict upon it, pronouncing it an 
idolatrous uncleanness; Israel 
joining himself to Baal-peor; a 
fearful and disastrous compro- 
mise of Christianity with the 
world, which disfigured and de- 
bauched the Church and destroyed 
myriads of souls. Nor can any 
one dispute the appropriateness 
of the imagery or the justness of 
the sentence. (See also Heb. 12: 
6; James 4:4; I John 2:15; Rev. 
18 :3-9) 

And by means of Nicolaitanism 
and affiliation with worldly pow- 
er, by which all sorts of corrupt- 
ing elements were taken up, the 
Church soon put on another 
phase, the distinguishing features 
of which are most graphically 
sketched. “For such Protestant 
expositors,” says Trench, “as see 
the Papacy in the scarlet woman 
of Babylon, the Jezebel of Thya- 
tira appears exactly at the right 
time, coincides with the Papacy 
at its height, yet at the same time 
with judgment at the door in the 
great revolt which was even then 
preparing.” 


JEZEBEL IN SCARLET 


Systematized prelacy and Ba- 
laamism made the emperor presi- 
dent of the Church Councils and 
the confirmer of their decrees, 
brought the community of saints 
into conjunction with “Satan’s 
throne,” and so gave being to that 
mongrel but mighty thing in 
which Pagan life was transferred 
to Christian veins, heathen pomp 
and ceremony commingled with 
Christian rites and sacraments, 
and the professed Bride of Christ 
transformed into a queenly adul- 
teress, the harlot mother of a 
harlot household. 

And in all history there is not 
another character which so com- 
pletely represents the Papal sys- 
sem — its character, works and 
worship—as the unclean wife of 
Ahab, the Jezebel of these Epis- 
tles. She was a heathen, married 
to a Jew; and such is the charac- 
ter of the Papal system in its 
main elements—Paganism joined 
to an obsolete Judaism. She is de- 
scribed as calling herself a proph- 
etess and as undertaking to be 
the teacher of God’s servants; and 


Romanism claims and professes 
to be heaven’s only infallible 
teacher of God’s truth. 

She is described as having a set 
of “works,” emphatically “her 
works,” as distinguished from 
others which are called Christ’s 
“works” ; and Romanism is a sys- 
tem of works—a religion of cere- 
monies, penances, fasts, masses, 
prayers, vigils, abnegations, bodi- 
ly macerations, purgatory, and 
supererogatory and meritorious 
holiness of saints, by which it 
proposes to save its devotees. She 
was an adulteress; and Roman- 
ism, above all, has been charac- 
terized by her unclean dealings 
with the kings and powers of the 
earth, lending “herself to serve 
their pleasure, ‘to bring them un- 
der her sway, and teaching God’s 
people to accept worldly conform- 
ity as a means of Christian vic- 
tory. 

She was a persecutor and mur- 
deress of God’s prophets and wit- 
nesses; and the Papacy is marked 
by nothing more than its severity 
toward such as stood out against 
its impious pretences and its pub- 
lic and secret tortures and butch- 
eries of the saints. “For in her 
was found the blood of prophets, 
and of saints, and of all that were 
slain upon the earth.” According 
to the most credible reading of 
these Epistles, this Jezebel is rep- 
resented as the angel’s wife; and 
it is characteristic of Romanism 
to enforce celibacy upon the cler- 
gy, holding them to be married to 
the Church, and hence teaching 
all her sons and daughters to call 
them “fathers.” 

This Jezebel is also described 
as having “children,” alike with 
her unsatisfactory to Christ; and 
whence but from that unclean 
source have we those semi-Papal 
national religious establishments, 
by which the Church of Jesus is 
befouled, hindered and disgraced, 
even in many Protestant coun- 
tries? We thus obtain from these 
Epistles Christ’s own direct ver- 
dict upon Romanism, both in its 
more offensive features in the old 
mother and in its more modified 
forms in the daughters. 


UNRIPENED FRUIT 


And so, if we would know how 
the Reformation stands in the 
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Saviour’s estimation, we also find 
it here. As to the great spiritual 
leaders in it, His comforting dec- 
laration is that their garments 
were undefiled; that their names 
are held in honor; and that they 
shall walk with Him in white; 
“for they are worthy.” As to the 
character of the doctrines on 
which it was based, His command 
is to remember them, observe 
them, and watch, as the means of 
being ready for Him when He 
comes. 

And as to the final outcome of 
the blessed movement, His plain 
and unmistakable word, on the 
other side, is that it was not com- 
plete; that its works have not 
been found perfect in the sight of 
God; that the new phase of the 
Church which resulted from it 
had not the vitality which it pro- 
fessed ; and that the things which 
it had taken in hand to conserve, 
it did too much neglect and leave 
to droop and wither. Its agents 
were pure and noble, its princi- 
ples were right and true; but its 
fruits were incomplete, its results 
were marred, and its achieve- 
ments fell short of the mark at 
which it aimed. 

The Saviour almost names the 
great-souled men who led in that 
glorious work and seems almost 
to sign with His own hand the 
Protest of Spire and the Confes- 
sion of Augsburg and to reiterate 
from heaven the great foundation 
doctrines : 


An open Bible man’s only law 
of faith; 

Trust in a crucified Saviour 
man’s only justification; 

The glorified Jesus the only 
Lord and Master of the Church. 


But the working out of these prin- 
ciples in what followed, He as 
clearly pronounces defective; and 
the embodying of them in the life 
developed upon them, He ad- 
judges to be a thing of “name” 
more than reality. 


MISSION TO THE WORLD 


Two centuries passed and the 
Protestant Churches assumed an- 
other phase. The times of the 
Pietists, and the Puritans, and 
the Methodists came on, and there 
was a new stir in dead Christen- 
dom. Those who had escaped 
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from the dominion of Jezebel be- 
gan to remember how they had 
received and heard, and to ob- 
serve, and repent, and wake up to 
a sense of the common brother- 
hood of man, and especially of 
believers. Christians began to see 
and feel that the Gospel is more 
than orthodoxy and that living 
aggressiveness is one of its fun- 
damental features. The era of 
revivals, and missions, and united 
efforts for the general conversion 
of mankind ensued, such as had 
not been since the primitive ages. 

Many indeed continued to live 
on in ease, settled comfortably 
upon the earth and but slightly 
influenced by the new spirit. 
Great multitudes of false profes- 
sors, boastful of their claims and 
sneering and censorious toward 
the men of true faith, yet 
swarmed throughout Christen- 
dom. But upon the whole, there 
was great revival of life and fra- 
ternity among Christians. All 
this we find depictured in the 
Sixth Epistle and verified in the 
history of the last hundred years. 

And Christ’s estimate of this 
state of things is also given. The 
true men of love He declares He 
loves. As their hearts have been 
to extend the victories of the 
cross, He promises them an open 
door of success which none should 
be able to shut, notwithstanding 
the efforts made to silence and 
hinder them. Because they kept 
His word in patient waiting on 
Him and for Him, He promises 
that they shall be kept out of the 
sifting trials which He threatens 
to send upon those dwelling at 
ease. And as for the rest, they 
are the “synagogue of Satan,” 
whom He engages to humble at 
the very feet of His faithful ones. 


FORM WITHOUT POWER 


There is yet one other phase. 
Shall I say that it is yet future, 
or that we have already entered 
it? Here are still some whom 
Christ loves — mostly suffering 
ones, under the rebukes and chas- 
tenings of their gracious Lord. 
But the body of Christendom is 
quite apostate, with Christ out- 
side and knocking for admission 
into his own professed Church. 
Paul prophesied of the Church 
that in the last period men would 


be mere “lovers of their own: 
selves, covetous, boasters, proud, 
blasphemers, disobedient to par- 
ents, unthankful, unholy, without 
natural affection, truce-breakers, 
false accusers, incontinent, fierce, 
despisers of those that are good, 
traitors, heady, high-minded, loy- 
ers of pleasures more than lovers 
of God, having the form of godli- 
ness but denying the power there. 
of.” (II Tim. 3:1-5) 

This is a fearful picture, almost 
as dark as that which he gave of 
the heathen world before Chris- 
tianity touched it. (See Rom. 
1:26-32) But it answers precisely 
to the Saviour’s portraiture of the 
characteristics of the Church in 
its last phase. 

It is Laodicean—conformed in 
everything to the popular judg- 
ment and will—the extreme op- 
posite of Nicolaitane. Instead of 
a Church of domineering clericals, 
it is the Church of the domineer- 
ing mob, in which nothing may be 
safely preached except what the 
people are pleased to hear—in 
which the teachings of the pulpit 
are fashioned to the tastes of the 
pew, and the feelings of the in 
dividual override the enactments 
of legitimate authority. 

It is lukewarm — nothing de 
cided, partly hot and partly cold, 
divided between Christ and the 
world, not willing to give up pre 
tension and claim to the heavenly 
and yet clinging close to the 
earthy, having too much con 
science to cast off the name of 
Christ and too much love for the 
world to take a firm and honest 
stand entirely on His side. There 
is much religiosity, but very little 
religion; much sentiment, but 
very little of life to correspond; 
much profession, but very little 
faith; a joining of the ball-room 
to the communion-table, of the 
opera with the worship of God, 
and of the feasting and riot of the 
world with pretended charity and 
Christian benevolence. 


And it is self-satisfied, boastful, 
and empty. Having come down 
to the world’s tastes and gained 
the world’s praise and patronage, 
the Laodiceans think they ar 
rich, and increased with goods, 
and have need of nothing. Such 
splendid churches, and influential 
and intelligent congregations, and 
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learned, agreeable preachers! 
Such admirable worship and mu- 
sic! Such excellently manned and 
endowed institutions! So many 
missionaries in the field! So much 
given for magnificent charities! 
Such an array in all the attributes 
of greatness and power! What 
more can be wanted? 


WEIGHED IN 
THE BALANCES 


And will it answer to say that 
all this is not largely and charac- 
teristically the state of things at 
this very hour? Can any man 
scrutinize narrowly the professed 
Church of our day and say that 
we have not reached the Laodi- 
cean age? Is it not the voice of 
this Christendom of ours which 
says: “I am rich, and increased 
with goods, and have need of 
nothing?” And is it not equally 
the fact that this selfsame Chris- 
tendom of ours is ‘the wretched, 
and the pitiable, and poor, and 
blind, and naked”? Did _ the 
“Mene, mene, tekel upharsin” of 
Belshazzar’s palace better fit the 
ancient heathen than this modern 
Christian Babylon? 

Men talk of it as destined to 
glorious triumph. They proclaim 
it commissioned of God to convert 
the world. They point to its on- 
ward march as about to take 
speedy possession of the race for 
Christ and heaven. But “The 
Amen” hath spoken. “The faith- 
ful and true Witness” hath given 
His word: “J am about to spue 
it out of my mouth.” 

Friends and brethren, I have 
not made these pictures; I have 
found them; and the sevenfold 
admonition of Almighty God with 
reference to them is: “He that 
hath an ear, let him hear.” You 
have listened to my statements; 
have you taken in their truths? 
If there is any just apprehension 
of Holy Scriptures in them, these 
seven Epistles stand out in tran- 
scendent interest and value, as 
they do in the urgency with which 
they are pressed upon our atten- 
tion. 

They are Christ’s own history 
of His Church. They are Christ’s 
own criticisms upon all its char- 
acteristic features and doings for 
nearly two thousand years. They 
are Christ’s own verdict upon all 
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the great questions which have 
agitated it, and upon all the great 
influences and tendencies, from 
within and from without, which 
have affected its character or des- 
tiny in every period of its career. 
The touches are few, but the 
marks of their divinity are in 
them. They are comprehensive, 
true, and unmistakable to him 
who will rightly approach and 
fairly deal with them. 


KEY IN THE LOCK 


And if these Epistles really are 
what I have represented them to 
be, then we have in them what 
Christians have so much felt the 
vant of, namely, an authoritative 
settlement of the great questions 
between us and Romanists, false 
pretenders, and radicals of many 
sorts. Then also we have in them 
a final settlement of the question 
whether the Church, or the re- 
turned Saviour, is to carry re- 
demption into successful effect 
upon earth’s depraved and rebel- 
lious peoples,—whether there is to 
be a millennium of peace and uni- 
versal righteousness wrought by 
present instrumentalities or not, 
—whether the tendency of Chris- 
tendom is toward improvement 
and perfection, or, like everything 
else with which fallen man has to 
do, earthward, deathward, and 
hellward,—and whether or not 
the true flock of God is ever to be 
anything else in this dispensation 
than a feeble, depressed, and 
hated minority. 


All these questions, and many 
mcre alike interesting, important, 
and vital, are put beyond all rea- 
sonable disputation in these Epis- 
tles if the doctrine of their proper 
prophetic aspect is to be main- 
tained. And I submit it to you, 
as you shall answer before the 
bar of God, whether the truthful- 
ness of this acceptation of them 
has not been credibly and conclu- 
sively made out. The key exactly 
fits the lock, the impression an- 
swers to the stamp, the cast bears 
the precise outlines of the mold; 
and it would seem to me like 
trifling with the truth not to ad- 
mit that, in the mind of Jesus, 
they belong together. 

Let us see to it, then, that we 
hear as the text commands and 
learn to view the Church’s errors, 
corruptions, mistakes, and sins as 
Christ views them; to love what 
He loves, to hate what He hates, 
and to hope only as He has given 
us authority to hope. And to this 
may Almighty God grant us His 
helping grace! END 


CONVERTING THE CATHOLIC 


Ben Borders, Southern Baptist Evan- 
gelist, who was for over 40 years in 
Catholicism, is now taking orders for his 
new book, CONVERTING THE CATHOLIC, 
which should be ready within 60 days. 
This shows how to deal with the Out- 
cast Catholic, Cold Catholic, Lukewarm 
Catholic, and Devout Catholic, ap- 
proaching them in love, compassion, 
and understanding. An invaluable aid 
in witnessing to your Catholic friends. 
Price is $1.50 
Send your orders to BEN BORDERS 
P.O. Box 207 Branford, Florida 


NEW HEBREW CHRISTIANS IN ISRAEL 
ORGANIZE A CHURCH 





Rev. Jacob Peltz 


God has wonderfully heard and answered the prayers of faithful Hebrew 
Christians by recently establishing an indigenous church in Israel. And 
already new converts are being won to Christ. The testimonies of these 
dedicated people are an inspiration and a blessing but the-hard-pressed 
congregation and their faithful leader need the help and support of 
God’s people to keep this work going. 


Converts are being won not only in Israel but among Jews throughout 
Western Europe. Churches are needed as are Homes for children and 
for the aged. The International Alliance has the organization and the 
plans if you will but arm them with the means. Now is the appointed 
time; now indeed is the day of salvation. 


Help us meet and checkmate Communism and other unchristian forces 
arrayed against the people of the Promised Land. Give as the Lord 
leads — and PRAY, pray for the work and the workers. 


THE INTERNATIONAL HEBREW CHRISTIAN ALLIANCE 


REV. JACOB PELTZ, Ph.B., B.D., Secretary 


U. S. A. 


5630-C North Campbell Ave. 
Chicago 45, Ill. 


Canada 


91-C Bellevue Ave. 
Toronto, Ontario 
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Dollinger 


(Continued from page 10) 


potentiaries. Every person ac- 
quainted with history, and with 
the Fathers, must know that, by 
this means, the orthodox epis- 
copacy is destroyed in its very 
essence, and that an apostolic 
institution which, in the opinion 
of the Fathers of the Church, is 
entitled to the highest considera- 
tion and authority, is thus re- 
duced to an unsubstantial shadow. 
For no one will admit it to be 
possible that there shall be two 
bishops in the same diocese—the 
one being at the same time the 
Pope, and the other merely a 
bishop—because a Papal vicar or 
a diocesan commissioner is not 
exactly a bishop nor a successor 
of the Apostles. In virtue of the 
powers conferred upon him by 
Rome, he may be a very mighty 
man as long as his employer 
chooses to maintain him in office, 
precisely as a Jesuit or a Mendi- 
cant whom the Pope has en- 
dowed with an abundance of 
privileges might be. 

“IT am well aware that this 
prospect of an extension of their 
power has been held out to the 
bishops at Rome, and that it has 
often been said of them—‘The 
more irresistible the Pope the 
stronger you will be, for the 
plenitude of my power will cause 
rich rays to alight upon you.’ 
The bishops of the minority have 
full well seen through the decep- 
tive part of these promises; by 
the official ‘analytical-synopsis’ 
it is shown that they have fully 
recognized that, when the univer- 
sal episcopacy of the Pope is 
established, they may still con- 
tinue to be dignitaries of the 
Church, but they will cease to be 
true bishops. Right reverend sir, 
you yourself took part in the 
deputation, which on the 15th 
July, made the most urgent 
counter-representations to the 
Pope—representations which M. 
de Kettler essayed to render still 
more emphatic by his prostration 
at the feet of the Pontiff. These 
representations, it is well known, 
were made in vain. The only 
consolation offered to the prelates, 
mourning over the loss of their 
orthodox dignity, was limited to 
the wording of the decree, which 
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provided that the power of the 
bishop is an ‘ordinary’ one (that 
is to say, in the language of the 
Roman canonists, a ‘potestas or- 
dinaria subdelegata’), and that 
the Pope considered it his duty 
to support the same was proved 
by a mutilated quotation from 
Gregorius the Great: but if this 
passage had been quoted com- 
pletely, together with others, it 
would have proved to the world 
that this Pope of the seventeenth 
century repelled from him with 
the profoundest aversion as a 
blasphemous usurpation the idea 
of such a universal episcopacy as 
is now intended to be established. 


THE YAWNING CHASM 


“And here I beg your excellen- 
cy to consider that the doctrine 
which we are now to adopt forms 
by its own nature, and by the 
declaration of Pope himself, by 
the confession of all infallibilists, 
a fundamental article of faith— 
that it is a question of the regula 
fidei, of the rule which must de- 
cide what is to be believed and 
what is not. In future every 
Catholic Christian can only an- 
swer the query why he believes 
this or that as follows:—‘I be- 
lieve, or deny it, because the 
infallible Pope has commanded 
me to believe or to deny it.’ 
This first principle of faith, as 
the Holy Scriptures necessarily 
should most clearly show, can 
never have been doubtful in the 
Church—it must at every date 
and among every people have 
governed the whole Church like 
a brightly shining star—must 
have been placed in the front of 
all instruction; and we all wait 
for an explanation of why it is 
that only after 1830 years the 
Church has started the idea of 
making an article of faith of a 
doctrine which the Pope calls, in 
a letter addressed to your excel- 
lency on the 28th of October, 
‘ipsum fundamentale principium 
catholicae fidei ac _ doctrinae.’ 
How can it have been possible 
that the Popes should, during 
centuries past, have exempted 
whole countries, whole schools of 
theology, from belief in this 
‘fundamental article of faith’? 
And—may I add—how is it that 
your excellency yourself strove 








so long and so persistently against 
the enunciation of this dogma? 
Because it was not opportune, 
you say. But can it ever have 
been ‘inopportune’ to give to be 
lievers the key of the whole tem. 
ple of faith, to announce to them 
the fundamental article on which 
all the rest depend? We stand all 
of us giddy before a chasm which 
opened before us on the 18th of 
July last. 



















“‘He who wishes to measure the 
immense range of these resolu- 
tions may be urgently recom- 
mended to compare thoroughly 
the third chapter of the decrees 
in Council with the fourth, and to 
realize for himself what a sys- 
tem of universal government and 
spiritual dictation stands here 
before us. It is the plenary power 
over the whole Church as over 
each separate member, such ag 
the Popes have claimed for them- 
selves since Gregory VII., such as 
is pronounced in the numerous 
bulls since the bull ‘Unam sane- 
tam,’ which is henceforth to be 
believed and acknowledged in his 
life by every Catholic. This power 
is boundless, incalculable; it can, 
as Innocent III said, strike at sin 
everywhere; can punish every 
man, allows of no appeal, is 
sovereign and arbitrary, for, ac- 
cording to Bonifacius VIII., the 
Pope ‘carries all rights in the 
shrine of his bosom.’ As he has 
now become infallible, he can in 
one moment, with one little word 
‘orbi’ (that is, that he addresses 
himself to the whole Church), 
make every thesis, every doc- 
trine, every demand, an unerring 
and irrefragable article of faith. 
Against him there can be main- 
tained no right, no personal or 
corporate freedom—or, as_ the 
canonists say, the tribunal of 
God and that of the Pope are one 
and the same. - 











































“This system bears its Romish 
origin on its forehead, and will 
never be able to penetrate in 
Germanic countries. As a Chris- 
tian, as a theologian, as a histo- 
rian, as a citizen, I cannot accept 
this doctrine. Not as a Christian, 
for it is irreconcilable with the 
spirit of the Gospel, and with the 
plain words of Christ and of the 
Apostles; it purposes just that 
establishment of the kingdom of 
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this world which Christ rejected ; 
it claims that rule over all com- 
munions which Peter forbids to 
all and to himself. Not as a theo- 
logian—for the whole true tradi- 
tion of the Church is in irrecon- 
cilable opposition to it. Not as a 
historian can I accept it, for as 
such I know that the persistent 
endeavor to realize this theory of 
a kingdom of the world has cost 
Europe rivers of blood, has con- 
founded and degraded whole 
countries, has shaken the beauti- 
ful organic architecture of the 
elder Church, and has begotten, 
fed, and sustained the worst 
abuses in the Church. 

“Finally as a citizen, I must 
put this dogma away from me, 
because by its claims on the sub- 
mission of states and monarchs, 
and of the whole political order 
under the Papal power and by 
the exceptional position which it 
claims for the clergy, it lays the 
foundation of endless ruinous 
dispute between State and 
Church, between clergy and laity. 
For I cannot conceal from myself 
that this doctrine, the results of 
which were the ruin of the old 
German Kingdom, would, if gov- 
erning the Catholic part of the 
German nation, at once lay the 
seed of incurable decay in the 
new kingdom which has just 
been built up. 

Accepted, & c., 
“I. VON DOLLINGER.” 
Munich, March 28, 1871.” 


THE OUTCOME 


The Rev. Dr. Dollinger’s letter 
was unanswerable. Not long af- 
ter he had published it, on April 
18, 1871, he was publicly excom- 
municated a divinis by his Arch- 
bishop Cardinal Von Scherr. This 
action on the part of the 
Archbishop caused the numerous 
friends of Dollinger, in both the 
Roman Catholic and Protestant 
churches, to rejoice exceedingly, 
for the world-celebrated scholar 
did not bow to the yoke of Rome. 
He had quite a circle of friends 
who sided with him, among 
whom were a number of erudite 
priests. 

Even after being excommuni- 
cated, Dollinger was held in high 
esteem by his Roman Catholic 
King, Louis II of Bavaria. As a 

(Continued on page 82) 
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O Mortal Bliss! 
O Venial Kiss! 


Is kissing a mortal sin for the un- 
married? Worried lovers may relax; 
it is only venial, said Rome’s clerical 
monthly, La Palestra del Clero, last 
week. 

The kiss that started the discus- 
sion was confessed to his priest by a 
15-year-old Italian village boy. Mortal 
sin, said the priest. The anguished 
youth went to a second confessor, 
who told him he had committed only 
a venial one. Back went the boy to 
the first priest, who in turn wrote to 
La Palestra del Clero for guidance. 

. . . If the kiss is only “a carnal 
delight limited to the act of kissing 

. if further consequences are nei- 
ther indulged in nor thought of, the 
sin is only a venial sin.” 

Kissing that begins venial may 
turn mortal, warned La Palestra. 
“The spiritual direction of young ad- 
olescents,” it summed up, “is delicate 
and difficult.” 


Time, October 8, 1956 


Attractive Nuisance 


His Holiness Pope Pius XII said 
he is troubled by the fact that even 
though communism has amply proven 
it is evil, it still makes inroads among 
Italian workers. 

Addressing a group of 5,000 work- 
ers who came here from the city of 
Terni, about 60 miles north of Rome, 
the Pope spoke out in clear and direct 
terms on the menace of communism. 


North Carolina Catholic 
Nov. 30, 1956 


Facts and Figures 


Postscript on my statements two 
years ago that a large majority of the 
agents of the F.B.I. were Roman 
Catholics. At the time Mr. J. Edgar 
Hoover wrote us that it was impos- 
sible for us to know the figures be- 
cause he did not know any such fig- 
ures. My informant, high in the 
Government of the U.S.A., told me to 
stick by my guns. I was told that the 
F.B.I. has a secret code that lists the 
color, race and religion of every per- 
son interviewed. Whether or not that 


be so, the following is a new fact to 
add to the evidence. The F.B.I. Ro- 
man Catholics in Washington hold an 
annual communion breakfast. This 
year the speaker was Bishop Fulton 
J. Sheen. More than 1,000 agents and 
employees were present... 

It is interesting to note that there 
were 1,000 F.B.I. people in the Wash- 
ington office alone. What is the total 
Washington personnel, Mr. Hoover? 
We still believe that more than two- 
thirds of the F.B.I. are Roman 
Catholic. 


Donald Grey Barnhouse in 
Eternity, June 1956 


The Usual Exception 


The USA Forest Service has been 
asked to explain its policy in grant- 
ing permission for the building of a 
Roman Catholic chapel (Chapel of 
the Holy Cross) on government-owned 
property in Oak Creek Canyon, Ari- 
zona. Request for the explanation 
was submitted by Donald H. Gill of 
the NAE Washington office... 

In his inquiry to the Forest Serv- 
ice Mr. Gill cited a statement of 
policy of the National Park Service, 
as follows: 

“There should not be a church 
building or utilitarian equipment for 
religious services in any park area 
which is the property of a particular 
religious faith and which is not under 
the control of the superintendent, so 
that he can assign it for use by dif- 
ferent groups as needed without dis- 
crimination.” 

Gill stated that this policy is in 
harmony with constitutional provi- 
sions for separation of church and 
state, and asked why similar policy 
was not maintained by the Forest 
Service. 

Action, Dec. 1, 1956 





Roman Dogma and Scripture 
Truth, by Alexander Stewart; 
edited and revised by Martin 


Parsons (Chicago and Toronto, 
Inter-Varsity Christian 
ship, 1951; 112 pp.) 


Fellow- 


E ARE INDEBTED to The Prot- 

estant Institute of Scotland 
for the permission granted Mr. 
Parsons to rearrange and revise 
the book originally composed by 
Dr. Stewart. Edited with the 
exigencies of the American pub- 
lic in mind, Roman Dogma and 
Scripture Truth is a lucid treatise 
on Romanism, easily readable by 
Americans. 

An outstanding feature of the 
original book was the scholarly 
objectivity of its interpretations 
and appraisals. It was not the 
author’s aim to engage himself 
in controversy for controversy’s 
sake. It was only the magnitude 
of the issues at stake which 
prompted him to probe the Ro- 
manist phenomenon. As Mr. Par- 
sons puts it in his Foreword: 

“Rome claims to be the one 
true Church, the guardian of sav- 
ing truth. If she is right, let us 
not endanger our souls by re- 
maining outside her ranks a day 
longer. If she is wrong, let us see 
where she is wrong and know 
why we are Protestants. Truth 
is what matters above all else. 
Where truth is concerned we can- 
not afford to be neutral. So while 
we must seek to speak the truth 
in love, we must not fail to con- 
tend earnestly for the faith.” (p. 
viii) This principled statement 
reveals the character of the pres- 
ent work. 

Refusing to take the ostrich 
attitude, the author faces the fact 
that Roman Catholicism appeals 


28 


to a great many people. In his 
search for an explanation of such 
a phenomenon, he lists and ex- 
amines many causes. First of all, 
the beauty of ceremonies and pa- 
geantry, the impressiveness and 
splendor of churches all provide 
a feast for the eye. 

On the other hand, the appeal 
of mystery so typical of a sacra- 
ment-centered worship proves to 
have an even stronger appeal to 
that “instinctive demand for 
mystery in the realm of religion, 
and the Church of Rome recog- 
nizes that instinct, and makes 
ample provision for its require- 
ments. Her whole system seems 
to be adapted to the end of creat- 
ing an atmosphere of mystery. 
Her priest, for example, is to the 
ordinary worshiper a man whose 
person and office are steeped in 
mystery. He has been set apart 
by a mysterious consecration and 
is supposed to be invested with 
mysterious powers, which not 
only extend along the whole 
range of human life from the 
cradle to the grave, but also 
stretch in awful potency into the 
eternal world.” (p. 13) 

A third element in the appeal 
of Catholicism is the powerful 
attraction of antiquity. Inheri- 
tance of a long ecclesiastical past 
adds to the prestige of any 
church, and a two-thousand year 
tradition gives a man that false 
sense of security which proves 
to be the most difficult obstacle 
in giving up the mediation of a 
church. Next are the appeals of 
unity, of sanctity, and of au- 
thority. 

Examining the last of these 
powerful forces, the author says 
frankly that the Roman Church 
“stands in the place of God, and 
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invests itself with divine pre 
rogatives.” (p. 20) It is not diffiy 
cult to recognize that this claim 
of authority forms the main at. 
traction of the Roman Catholi¢ 
Church. It flatters the natural 
man by stressing the pre-eminent 
role of human merits in obtain. 
ing salvation. 

On the other hand, in a world 
where almost everything is ac- 
cepted on the basis of authority, 
the same principle in religion 
finds its way prepared by the in- 
dolence of the mass-man. Then, 
since it is far easier to place one- 
self in the hands of a visible 
church rather than in the hands 
of an invisible God, the average 
individual finds it comfortable to 
depend on a medley of rites and 
ceremonies. 


Haine ANALYZED the psycho- 

logical make-up of the Roman 
Catholic appeal to the masses, the 
author proceeds to an examina- 
tion of certain specific aspects of 
the Catholic system. The role of 
Scripture as a standard of faith 
and morals is the very gist of all 
differences between Catholics and 
non - Catholics. For Catholics 
there are two standards of equal 
value — Scripture and Tradition. 
The latter, explanatory in charac- 
ter, is ultimately the only stand- 
ard because it gives the official 
interpretation of any Scriptural 
passages. Consequently it as- 
sumes a position of privilege. 
Even the far-fetched claim of be- 
ing the infallible guide in reli- 
gious experience is substantiated 
in the Roman Catholic Church by 
Scriptural passages which are, in 
turn, to be interpreted according 
to the official, tradition-bound 
dogma of the church. 

The author goes on to probe 
the nature of the priesthood and 
its functions. In addition, the 
sacrifice of the Mass, the worship 
of the Virgin, and some other 
practical issues provide the con- 
tent of heavily documented and 
well written chapters. A short 
bibliography, with brief explana- 
tory notes, gives the ambitious 
and interested reader an oppor- 
tunity to enlarge his knowledge 
on any of the subjects treated or 
mentioned in this monograph. 

Dr. Stewart’s book is a classi¢ 
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in England, and we are grateful 
that through the mediation of Mr. 
Parsons and the Inter-Varsity 
Fellowship, which sponsored the 
undertaking, it has come to the 
hands of the American reader at 
a time when information on this 
subject is vitally needed. 


Mary Discovers the Catholic 
Church, a dramatization by Paul 
A. Contento, B.A. (Singapore, 
Star Press, 1955; 48 pp., $.40) 


HE ESSAY IN DIALOGUE is a 

classical literary device for 
treating controversial issues in a 
satisfactory way. The continually 
shifting emphasis developed by 
the various dramatis personae 
helps to minimize that garbling 
of facts and exaggeration of evi- 
dence frequently found in exposi- 
tory writing. On the other hand, 
the teleological development of 
the argumentation through the 
dramatic sequence follows the 
thoice and gradation of emphasis 
consciously meted out by the au- 
thor up to the concluding climax, 
so that the whole achieves a tight- 
ly-knit logical continuum. This is 
why, as in Plato’s Dialogues, this 
genre is more likely to overcome 
the resistance of the opinionated 
reader. 

The choice of dialogue as a 
means of conveying his thesis re- 
veals the fact that Mr. Contento 
addresses himself primarily to the 
Roman Catholic reader. Conse- 
quently, there is no “bringing of 
owls to Athens” in this booklet: 
a feature which sets it definitely 
aside from the varied congeries 
of “apologetic” publications, 
which prove to be of more solace 
to the believer than true help to 
the unbeliever. 

This primary concern with the 
real Catholic reader is also shown 
by the economy of the argumenta- 
tion. The author well knows that 
there is no use showering a pros- 
pective convert with quick bursts 
of Scriptural quotations at a time 
when the authority of Scripture 
itself is not yet established. This 
fallacy of begging the question 
has frustrated the well-intended 
efforts of many a person who 
otherwise would have succeeded. 

This is why the author makes 
abundant use of psychological 
tools. In fact, by convincing the 
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opponent of his spiritual imma- 
turity resulting from clerical 
domination, he discovers a Trojan 
horse for breaking through the 
high wall of church-centeredness 
which is the worst handicap of 
Catholics to the acceptance of 
Scripture as the supreme and ul- 
timate criterion of faith and 
morals. 

The booklet consequently has 
as excellent methodological value 
and can be used as a valuable 
blueprint for effective witnessing 
to Catholics. In addition, the 
prose is agile and the dialogue 
flows with naturalness, both of 
which qualities lend to the cogent 
argumentation a pleasant ease of 
reading. 


Directory of Foreign Missionary 
Agencies in North America, Re- 
vised edition (New York, Mis- 
stonary Research Library, 1956; 
61 pp., $1.50) 


HIS TIMELY PUBLICATION, 

mimeographed in_ syllabus 
form, is an up-to-date index 
which will prove useful to all who 
are interested in or connected 
with missionary work. It con- 
tains a comprehensive listing of 
denominational and non-denomi- 
national missionary societies, or- 
ganizations, and agencies, and 
provides in the case of each prac- 
tical data such as the present ad- 
dress, date of organization, main 
officers, purposes and aims, official 
periodicals, income and disburse- 
ments, number of missionaries, 
and so on. It is well organized 
and well indexed. Of interest to 
our readers is the listing on p. 46 
of Christ’s Mission and on p. 49 
of the Western Hemisphere Evan- 
gelical Union, which under the 
presidency of Dr. W. M. Montano 
has sponsored and promoted mis- 
sionary activities in Latin Amer- 
ica. 


Protestant Ideals, by Arthur K. 
White (Zarephath, New Jersey, 


Pillar of Fire, 1951; 265 pp., 
$2.00) 
HIS BOOK, which is offered 


“without apology,” is dedicated 
to high school and college students 
who, at a time when their general 
mental framework is being con- 
structed, need to understand and 


appreciate the contribution of the 
Reformation toward the emanci- 
pation of man’s mind and soul. 

When it comes to documenta- 
tion, the author avoids the my- 
opic, compromising attitude of 
many who confuse the political 
and legal concept of equality in 
democracy with the nonsense of 
putting truth and error on the 
same footing. Concerning the is- 
sue of church-state relations or 
ecclesiastical domination on the 
part of the Roman Catholic hier- 
archy, the author earnestly points 
to the solution advocated by the 
Founding Fathers of the Ameri- 
can democracy. 

With the exception of some 
marginal issues (such as that of 
Columbus) which we are inclined 
to consider extraneous, this book 
has informative value. 


Thirty Years a Watch Tower 
Slave, by William J. Schnell 
(Grand Rapids, Baker Book 
House, 1956; 207 pp., $2.95) 


‘THs is the touching testimony 

of a man who struggled for 
thirty years before achieving 
freedom in Christ. The author, 
who held an important position 
within the Jehovah’s Witnesses 
society, warns Christians against 
the totalitarian makeup of this 
“theocracy.” His life-history in 
the society, written out of deep 
conviction but without rancor, is 
interesting for its unusual sub- 
ject-matter. 


Ordained Fundamental minister, available for pastorate 
or evangelistic revival tour. Pastor and wife — 
im children’s work, Bible school. Graduates G. & B 

in Theology, enjoy rural work, would accept mn 
country church. Both musicians and Bible teachers. 
Not modernists, but strictly old fashioned fundamen- 
tal Gospel preaching. Have piano accordion and Espey 
folding organ. Accept fundamental, Independent, Bap- 
tist. or any true Gospel church. Would consider or- 
ganizing church or churches in any location. Go any- 
where, but prefer Ark., Mo., Tenn., Ky., Ala., Ga.. 
or Fla. 6 years in present location, but desire change. 
Member of the Soneet Migaiotere Association. Write: 
Rev. M. D. Awtry, ). Box 396, Naples, Fla. 
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STOP SMOKING! 


BANISH THE CRAVING FOR TOBACCO! 


The easily applied method explained in “THE 
SMOKING HABIT” by Wodehouse will enable 
you to quickly and positively rid yourself of the 
Tobacco Habit. Read this book through. You'll 
enjoy it, and if you don’t give up smoking, you 
get your money back and no questions asked. 
Postpaid only $1.00. 


NEW LIFE Dept. CO-36 Rowan, lowa 
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Breaking the 
Unsound Barrier 


Dear Sir: 


With the thought that you will 
be interested, I am enclosing a 
carbon copy of a letter addressed 
by the writer to Cardinal Stritch 

and photostatic copy of 
reply ... 

I feel very strongly about the 
inroads the Catholic Church has 
already made on American free- 
dom, to say nothing of what it 
has done and continues to do in 
other countries. I detest the 
thought of the “brain washing” 
given (successfully in most cases) 
to students in Catholic schools. I 
have seen it work so thoroughly 
on two of my sisters that neither 
of them will discuss the subject of 
religion in anything but a hysteri- 
cal tone, defending even the most 
flagrant abuses of their church as 
if God Himself were under at- 
tack... 


J. R. MorrRan 
Chicago, Illinois 


(Copy) 


His Eminence Samuel Cardinal 
Stritch 
Archdiocese of Chicago 


Your Eminence: 

Recently I received a letter 
from you requesting a donation 
to St. Gregory High School for 
additional facilities. Later, a gen- 
tleman named O’Malley called up- 
on me personally to solicit a dona- 
tion. 

No donation was forthcoming 
either as a result of your letter, 
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or of Mr. O’Malley’s visit; and it 
occurs to me that it might be well 
to set out my reasons in a formal 
letter to you . 


I was raised in a staunch Cath- 
olic family, educated at St. Hil- 
ary’s Grade School and later spent 
one year in the Vincentian Junior 
Seminary at Cape Girardeau, 
Missouri. 


During the year at “Cape,” I 
felt unsatisfied with the answers 
to my questions relating to re- 
ligion and philosophy. I trans- 
ferred to another Catholic school 
in my second year of high school, 
still retaining in mind the idea of 
joining Holy Orders at a later 
date. 

By third year of high school, I 
was less satisfied than ever with 
the answers I received. I had 
found myself unable to choke off 
the natural curiosity and fond- 
ness for probing deeply into rea- 
sons and causes and effects of 
things. I deeply felt this drive to 
be sinful, by reason of my train- 
ing ; but some part of my mind in- 
sisted that I continue, that truth 
could stand investigation, and 
that I need not be afraid as long 
as I remained honest in my quest. 
That belief was the stronger, and 
finally led me to the conclusion 
that I must attend public school 
for at least a year so that I could 
be free to investigate wherever 
clues led me in my search. I made 
this decision with trepidation, and 
with fear of the jeopardy of my 
eternal salvation. But I made the 
decision. And I have never re- 
gretted it. 


Views and opinions expressed in this 
department do not necessarily repre. 
sent the view-point of this Magazine. 
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At public school I found an in- 
tellectual freedom which I had 
never known. I learned that there 
were many fine individuals who 
were not Catholic. People who 
could think straight and act de- 
cently and morally without fear. 
People with many different be- 
liefs, and many shades of belief, 
who were intelligent and had good 
reasons to think as they did. I 
liked those people. And I could 
not believe that a just God could 
condemn them to Hell for failure 
to accept Catholicism, even though 
it were explained to them in the 
most lucid terms. 

During those years, my tense- 
ness eased. My scholastic average 
improved gradually and steadily, 
until I managed to graduate in 
the upper quarter of my class in 
spite of a slow start .. . I began 
to feel wide awake and alert, a 
real participant in life—a feeling 
I cannot claim to have really 
shared before. 

Later, during four years of mil- 
itary service, including a long 
stint of fighting overseas, I was 
to meet many more people with 
varying outlooks . . . Again, I 
could not believe these people 
more worthy of damnation than 
myself or my parish priest or my 
father or anyone else I knew. 
Something had to be wrong some- 
where. 

When I returned from service 
I entered DePaul University. I 
entered with an open mind, eager 
to learn, ready to accept whatever 
I found acceptable in terms of evi- 
dence. But I found a shallow, su- 
perficial approach to all the basi¢ 
problems; a blind, unquestioning 
acceptance of an abstruse termi- 
nology; a mere game with words 
as a substitute for philosophic 
thinking. I found insufficient at- 
tention to the practical problems 
of life and the ills of the world; 
and I suddenly had a moment of 
glowing insight into what may be 
the very heart of the problem— 
the need to substitute practical ac- 
tion which God gave us the intel- 
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lects to evolve for reliance on su- 
perstitious rites and rituals, to 
which men have been unenlight- 
enedly entrusting their welfare 
since time began... . 

I am not in the Catholic fold. 
There is no room in it for me, be- 
cause it is too narrow and con- 
fining and exclusive and limited 
.. . In conscience, I cannot and 
will not support any church or 
other organization which breeds 
and feeds only upon itself, and 
maintains a narrow outlook and 
only a superficial form of toler- 
ance toward other faiths and oth- 
er people. That is why I have not 
contributed, and will not contrib- 
ute, to the building fund for St. 
Gregory’s or any other Catholic 
institution ... 

J. R. MorRan 


My dear Mr. Morran: 


In acknowledging your letter of 
the 8th of October 1956, I feel 
sure that if you had a clear knowl- 
edge of Catholic Doctrine you 
would not have made the state- 
ments in your letter and would 
have been able to have met your 
experiences in another way. The 
Church, which through the ages 
has had among Her members men 
of great genius and profound 
scholarship, invites and urges the 
study of Her doctrine, as the im- 
mense libraries on Catholic Theol- 
ogy evidence. Never has the 
Church failed to recognize that 
many outside Her Fold are in 
good faith and live good lives. 
She prays for them that they may 
be incorporated in the Mystical 
Body of Christ and always incul- 
cates charity towards them. Like 
our Blessed Savior, She invites 
them with the words: “Come and 
see.” Membership in the Church 
is a voluntary act which freely ac- 
cepts Catholic Doctrine. Faith il- 
lumines the mind and coerces it 
only with the force of truth, clear- 
ly seen and accepted. When you 
refer to Catholics as placing their 
reliance on superstitious rites and 
rituals, you evidence a want of 
understanding of Catholic wor- 
ship and overlook the fact that 
the Church clearly teaches that 
superstition is a violation of the 
Moral law... 


SAMUEL CARDINAL STRITCH 
Archbishop of Chicago 


MARCH, 1957 


Religion in the 
Classroom 


Dear Dr. Montajio: 

Having read your article on 
the teaching of religion, or read- 
ing the Bible, in public, tax-sup- 
ported schools and also the criti- 
cism of said article, I am glad to 
commend and encourage you. The 
article was fair and impartial and 
presented the pros and cons... 

Skipping over the point that 
the teaching of religion in public 
schools is definitely a violation of 
separation of church and state— 
any church; you don’t have to 
name any specific one—let’s face 
the dilemma. There is a desire 
on the part of religious people to 
give their children a religious 
education. This is their right. At 
the same time, the non-religious 
or even irreligious, atheistic per- 
son has the right to see that his 
children do not receive a religious 
education. We just can’t make re- 
ligion (generic or specific) a sub- 
ject of schools to which both 
classes of parents have a right 
to send their children. The rights 
of one or the other will be vio- 
lated ... 

Some of your critics attempt to 
make something of the custom 
of calling America Christian. We 
do that only in a broad, general 
sense. Actually America is not 
Christian. To be that would be 
to have some form of theocracy. 
We are Christian only accidental- 
ly, not essentially, by figure of 
speech (pars pro toto) and not 
exactly. To test the assertion 
practically and realistically one 
would have to define the term 
more closely. Is America Roman- 
ist, Calvinistic, Arminian, Lu- 
theran, liberal, conservative, fun- 
damentalist? After all, each of 
these is an adjective to the appel- 
lation “Christian.” 

Further, our nation is not 
founded on the Ten Command- 
ments. As a test, how does one 
prosecute a man for committing 
adultery in his heart with a wo- 
man? Or for hating his brother? 
How do we legislate against idol- 
atry or covetousness? Who will 
decide, in regard to using God’s 
name in vain, which of a dozen 
contradictory preachers is preach- 
ing false doctrine when he says, 
“Thus saith the Lord”? 


No, not the Ten Command- 
ments as Moses gave them nor as 
Christ explained them is the basis 
of our laws. That basis through- 
out the world is man’s natural 
knowledge of right and wrong, a 
knowledge shared by Christians 
and non-Christians. True, this 
basic code is the core of the Deca- 
logue, but it comes through na- 
ture and not by revelation. Reve- 
lation goes far beyond our natu- 
ral knowledge of right and 
wrong. 

One of your critics asks, 
“Which church is meant in the 
phrase ‘separation of Church and 
State’?” That’s the point. Our 
founding fathers used the term 
in the abstract, including all 
churches. 

Your position is fundamentally 
correct. Stay with it. We need 
cool heads and clear thinking in 
this tremendous problem. 

KarRL F. BREEHNE, Pastor 


Our Redeemer Lutheran Church 
Greenville, Illinois 


Oh, Say, Can You See...? 
Dear Sir: 


A few Sundays ago there was 
a parade of the Knights of Co- 
lumbus in this community. In 
that parade the Stars and Stripes 
was placed as follows: instead of 
the flag occupying the central 
place, it was relegated to the 
right, with the Pope’s flag or 
church banner in the central or 
honored placed .. . 
JOHN P. EULER, Minister 


Bay Shore Community Church 
East Keansburg, New Jersey 


BOOK MANUSCRIPTS 
CONSIDERED 


GREENWICH BOOK PUBLISHERS 


Attn. Mr. Gwynn 489 Fifth Avenue 
New York 17, N. Y. 


mien: PRES: 


John’s Gospel plus 11 
tracts plus a 


WORLD EVANGELIZATION INC. 
2895 Mataro St., Pasadena 8, Calif. 





Can It Happen Here? 
La Civilta Cattolica, 


official Jesuit magazine: “The Cath- 
olic Church being convinced by rea- 
son of her Divine prerogatives, that 
she is the one true Church, claims 
for herself alone the right to free- 
dom, for this right may only be pos- 
sessed by truth and never by error. 
Where other religions are concerned, 
she will not take up the sword 
against them, but she will ask that 
by lawful means worthy of the hu- 
man creature, they shall not be al- 
lowed to propagate false doctrine. 
Consequently in a State where the 
majority of the people are Catholic, 
the Church asks that error shall not 
be accorded a legal existence, and 
that if religious minorities exist, 
they shall have a de facto existence 
only, not the opportunity of spread- 
ing their beliefs.” (April 1948 issue, 
quoted in Protestant Reveille, Au- 
gust 1956) 


Fallible Infallibility 


Dale Francis, Roman Catholic col- 
umnist: “No Catholic thinks the Pope 
is perfect. The plain truth is there 
have been a few popes who not only 
were not perfect, but were evil men. 
When you consider there have been 
popes for nearly 2,000 years, it isn’t 
strange some of them failed to meas- 
ure to the highest degree of holiness 
and that some of them even turned 
out to be evil men. Our Lord chose 12 
as His apostles and one of these be- 
trayed Him. But there have been 
very few popes who could be called 
evil men and there are many who 
were saintly and holy men. But even 
if all had been holy that wouldn’t be 
because the principle of the infalli- 
bility of the pope were acting on 
them. 

“... God, having brought truth to 
the earth, would want to make cer- 
tain it was maintained. 

“How could He do it? Right away 
someone is going to say by the Bible 
and in part this is true for the Bible 
is the word of God. But God wanted 
to save all and His Church existed 
before the Bible. Too, the printed 
word has never been understood by a 
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majority of the people in the world. 

“God made sure by the guidance of 
the Holy Ghost that there would be 
truth. All of the Apostles were in- 
fallible in the sense the Pope is in- 
fallible, but the infallibility belongs 
only to the successors of Peter who 
when they speak in the place of 
Peter can not speak anything but the 
truth. 

“A pope can be wrong about a 
multitude of subjects without affect- 
ing his infallibility because the pope 
isn’t supposed to be infallible about 
anything but faith and morals. A 
pope can be wrong about matters of 
science—some have. But when a pope 
says something about science he’s 
speaking as just a man. 

A Pope is not a perfect man, and 
that isn’t a part of infallibility al- 
though the responsibility of being 
Pope is likely to make good men even 
holier. 

“Actually when you get down to it, 
the infallibility of the Pope is a kind 
of limitation God places upon him 

. a limitation that keeps this one 
man from being able to teach in faith 
and morals anything but what God 
wants taught... 

“That’s what the infallibility of 
the pope is.” (Our Sunday Visitor, 
October 28, 1956) 


Split Personality 

Norah Berkhuijsen, in an article 
“Life in Vatican City”: “Most Ital- 
ians are Catholics, including the 
many millions who regularly vote for 
the communists.” (Catholic Digest, 
June 1956) 


Counterfeit Bible 


O Comercio, local newspaper of 
Amparo, Brazil: “Our Lady’s Holy 
Rosary is an open Bible read by those 
who use it. The Bible in itself is but 
paper and ink. It has no significan¢ée. 
It is not the Word of God. Looking at 
the rosary in this way, it is an open 
Bible, it is the Bible being read, 
meditated upon, and lived.” (From 
Mr. and Mrs. Guy McLain, mission- 
aries in Sao Paulo, Brazil) 
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Dollinger 

(Continued from page 27) 
matter of record, the King wro 
to the excommunicated Dollinge 
a letter in which he expresse¢ 
not only his condolence but als@¢ 
his royal admiration for the la 
ter’s character and conduct in t 
whole unsavory proceedings, 
King Louis II, to prove his fait 
and trust in Dollinger, name 
him in 1873 president of th 
Royal Bavarian Academy of Sck 
ences, general conservator of th 
scientific collections of the State 
and rector-magnificus of t 
University of Munich. 

The reaction of Dollinger a 
of the other famous priest 
theologians, historians, and can 
onists led to the formation of thi 
“Old Catholic Church” in Ger 
many. Although he was not a€ 
tively and formally united wi 
the Old Catholic Church, Dollin 
ger belonged to it by convictio 
“As for myself,” he declare 
later, “I consider that I belon 
by conviction to the Old Catholi 
Community.” 

While on his death-bed, Dollin 
ger adamantly refused to receiv 
the last Roman Catholic Saer, 
ments from the hands of the lo 
parish priest, at the cost of sub 
mission to the Papacy. The la 
rites were performed instead b 
his friend and ex-priest, Profe 
sor Friedrich. 

In sum, Dollinger’s case pré 
vides proof not only of the uz 
certainty and disunity withi 
the Roman Catholic fold itsel 
but also of the fact that ther 
are within the church hone 
men who prefer to serve God ar 
subserve their conscience rathe 
than submit to merely huma 
authority and who when the tim 
is ripe will break away. It h 
hooves every true Christian to B 
aware of this dichotomy of 
legiance that exists within 
hearts of the sincere Rom 
Catholic and never to offend 
stymie the intellectual or spi 
ual quest of the Catholic who} 
laboring to find himself and hi 
God. 


*A Glimpse of the Great Secret Se 
ety, 3rd edition (London, William Ma 
intosh, 1872), pp. 211-220. See 
Dusseldorf Gazette, March, 1871. 

*Encyclopedia Britannica, 11th e 
tion, Vol. VII, p. 391. 
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